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Ola Flytts Gate,  Ca. 1960

Ola Flytts Gate,  2020

Sundgata looking north from Fløttmannsgata,  Ca. 1905

“I don’t know the local place names and history of Risøy that 
well. It would be cool if we had some kind of outdoor auto 
guided gallery with Risøy through history, for example. It’s nice 
to imagine the lively streets of the past, like during the herring 
fishing season.” Anna Marie Gjedrem, PhD student, 28, lives north 
of the bridge
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“In addition to investing in the island – the jewel – it’s also 
important to preserve some character, and where there is 

still a bit of empty space, new buildings shouldn’t be 
allowed to take over! In the house where I grew up, we could 

keep an eye on what was happening at sea and on the 
quays on the town side. On the national day, we stood by 

the window and watched the boat race. Now they are 
hemmed in by someone who has made their money building 

lots of flats in a big apartment complex. Luckily, I can still 
see the sea and the town centre from the place I rent, but 

I’m not holding my breath for what will happen on the other 
side. (I probably got sidetracked with a bit of a rant there!) 

It’s nice to have a bit of hustle and bustle on the quay in 
town. You have to accept that when you live so close to 

town.” Risøy resident, 70-79 years old

Smedasundet

Sundgata 166

Strandlinjen 34 and Sundgata 127A

Ballastkaien is a quay with jetties, which works 
well for boat-owners on Risøy, but perhaps it could 
be made to work better for other people.



Boundary zone between the offshore shipyard and the town 

Garpeskjærvegen and Jens Risøens Gate running parallel

Jens Risøens Gate running south along Aibel and the municipal block.

The south end of John Risøens Gate ends up in large parking areas.The Aibel main parking lot.



John Risøens Gate. View towards the south.

John Risøens Gate. View towards the south.

Jens Risøens Gate. View towards the south.

Garpeskjærvegen



The town’s residents deserve better use to be made of the commons, allmenninger, and for 
their original purpose as rights of way for everyone to be respected. 

The Haugesjøen Foundation operates out of the local authority’s warehouse at Kortaneset, at 
the northernmost tip of Risøy. A small group of Haugesund residents uses it with interest in 
maintaining small boats and old warehouses. These enthusiasts meet here to maintain and 
make boats and teach new generations. 

“It’s a pity access to the sea 
is cut off certain places. 
There’s one place with a 
metal chain across. Maybe 
they don’t want anyone to 
drive down there, but 
there’s something symbolic 
about that chain. You’ll feel 
it’s not okay to pass there.” 
Anna Marie Gjedrem, PhD 
student, 28, lives north of the 
bridge
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The local HQ and reception buildings of Aibel. The former was designed by architect David 
Sandved (1964), the latter used to be the farmhouse of the family that owned the island.

Buildings

The Kolbeinsen herring export warehouse. Privately owned building with a long history 
and iconic presence in the town. 
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There are several examples of warehouses and houses built in Art Nouveau and Swiss Chalet 
style, and the example of brutalism (bottom right) is one of few in this region. White and grey 
are popular colours in Haugesund. This partly reflects modern tastes, but there is also a 
historical reason for the use of white, which is that Haugesund was originally built in the Swiss 
Chalet and Art Nouveau styles, both of which often use white as their main colour. Particularly 
the Swiss Chalet style houses used to have details in bright colours, but these have often been 
lost because people find it more convenient to paint everything in the same colour.
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Trafikkhuset (L.) and Wrangell’s warehouse (R.) at Kortanes, run by the Haugesjøen foundation The first town hall and prison of Haugesund
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The modest activity day centre is a former chapel used by the island’s community association 
and owned by a related foundation. The building has assembly rooms and a kitchen on the 
ground floor and some smaller reception rooms and offices on the floor above. A variety of 
activities take place there, and anyone who wants to can hire the building for events, meetings 
and celebrations. The cost of renting is low, and everyone is welcome. It has at times been used 
by local bands for rehearsals. The activity day centre is also a regular meeting point for older 
people on the island, who meet once a month for coffee and small talk. These gatherings are 
also attended by people who grew up on Risøy, but who have moved away. The building feels 
cold from the outside. Particularly the elevation facing the street feels passive and unwelcoming. 
The building has a small, untended rear courtyard. The community association is run by a group 
of enthusiastic people who dream of restoring the centre to its former glory. They would also like 
there to be more activities both in the building and on the island. 

The HMV building 
This property is run by a foundation with links to the shipyard. The building is used for parties 
and events, and the outdoor spaces are also used for boat maintenance and storage. It 
occupies a central, visible position opposite the inner harbour. Making it more accessible and 
widely available can be considered, but it shouldn’t be transformed or completely repurposed. 
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