
ANALYSIS CONCEPT

The new central town hall square, in the inner Márkan.
Old and new buildings create a frame around the square. 
The programs in the buildings are all facing the square.
The square is a simple open space that can be used for many 
different activities, from town hall weddings and concerts in the 
summer to snow piling and light exhibitions in the winter.

In Guovdageaidnu the different public programs and qualities are spread out all over 
the town, in isolated patches with no connection to one another.

The ’patches’ develop towards the center of Guovdageaidnu so that a unified town 
will emerge. 

A NEW AND MORE VIBRANT TOWN CENTER 
FOR GUOVDAGEAIDNU
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Old buildings with new functions

Urban focus area 

THE TOWN CONFORMS TO NATURE  

The residential areas are usually on plateaus or follow the terrain curves along 
the ”gentle” slopes of the landscape.

ANCHORPOINT 

The ’satelites’ will merge over time, as one town. Each district will still have a 
overall identity, but allow mixed functions.
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NATURAL CORRIDORS

Blue / green corridors emerge between the residential areas.These corridors 
connect the town center with the surrounding landscape, but it is also here that 
the town’s public programs exist, usually on larger, more or less man-made pla-
teaus.

NEW BUILDINGS / URBAN FOCUS AREA

New buildings in the town center will help to frame the urban spaces and create 
a sense of human scale. There is plenty of space to densify in the center and 
most of the functions KBA1 is intended to hold, can be integrated here, to crea-
te one strong town center instead of two competing town centers.

TOWN CONNECTIONS

More pathways for soft mobility makes it easier to move around without having 
to re-park your car and this tie together the town center. 

LANDSCAPE CONNECTIONS

We propose to increase the connection to the surrounding landscape, by 
expanding existing paths and creating public pavillions such as shelters, bird 
watching towers, stargazing towers etc. in the nearby magnificent nature. We 
want to highlight places of particular historical or current significance for the 
Sami culture

INDIVIDUAL SATELLITES

The public services function as satellites and miss connection to one another, 
before the town will appear unified and coherent.

DEVELOP TOWARDS THE TOWN CENTER

We propose to densify indwardly, towards the Guovdageaidnu’s future town hall 
square - a central anchor point for the entire community.
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INTRODUCTION

Guovdageaidnu is situated in a magnificent landscape. The city is climatically well pla-
ced, safe in a recess in the landscape surrounded by the brim, which function as a na-
tural city wall. Guovdageaidnu is located by the river, Guuovdageaineatnu, which the city 
has its name after. This tells us what came first and why the city is located where it is.
t
Guovdageaidnu’s many scenic qualities are obvious, but the town is challenged by the 
lack of planning, structure and by the general global trend, urbanization.

The town’s development is, in a way, similar to the nature that surrounds it. The town has 
grown ‘organically’, without a strategy and without a plan. Instead of densifying, a more 
‘sprawled’ and random town-plan has emerged over the years. Fortunately, this has left 
corridors open, with plenty of space to densify in a respectful way.

Guovdageaidnu is lacking at an overall level of coherence between its many hubs, they 
are detached from each other and they lack connection to town center, the inner Márkan.
This development, with lack of connection, continues now that The Sámi National 
Theater Beaissvás and the Sämi High School and Reindeer Husbandry School is inten-
ded to move outside the brim. In addition, a new commercial center KBA1 is to be build 
north of the city. 
When urban development takes place quickly and without consideration and understan-
ding of a town’s scale, many town centers will form and start to compete against each 
other, instead of benefitting from one another. 
The potential is on the other hand great, if the development goes in the opposite directi-
on and begin to merge and densify the town towards a joined center, Márkan!

With this approach, the potential is fully present to create an attractive, active and more 
sustainable city center for residents of Guovdageaidnu as well as strengthen the city as 
a destination in the region.

THE PROPOSAL

Guovdageaidnu has grown without a plan, which has resulted in a ‘loose’ town center, 
a sprawled town, where functions are scattered without connection and have poor soft 
mobility access. All in all a development that mostly accommodate car users. 

We suggest to stop further sprawl by densifying inwards. The individual districts will in 
the future develop towards the town center, so that in the long term Guovdageaidnu will 
appear as a more dense and coherent town with a vibrant center with a mix of public 
and private functions. A town center where the individual functions support one another 
and where a synergy exists between them, to a large extend because the functions will 
be tied together through a physically denser city plan, that will result in a more urban 
expression. 

- Densify the town center and develop the individual districts / anchor 
 points towards the center

We suggest to tie the different districts / anchorpoints together through new connecti-
ons for soft mobility, that as far as possibly are independent of the larger roads for cars.

- New connections for soft mobility will tie together the town center

In addition, we propose to increase the connection to the surrounding landscape, by 
expanding existing paths and creating public pavillions such as shelters, bird watching 
towers, stargazing towers etc. in the nearby magnificent nature. We want to highlight 
places of particular historical or current significance for the Sami culture. An overall 
approach that will make Guovdageaidnu a more attractive destination in the region 
for tourists and visitors and that at the same time will create opportunities for the city’s 
residents, to go on shorter or longer trips out in the nature that surrounds them.

- Strengthen the connection to the surrounding landscape
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Sami tent. Inspiration for the landscape pavillions.

The Sámi concept meahcci as inspiration for the town 
plan, with the important central common area (in a large 
scale, the town hall square).

Guovdageaidnu
Coordinates 69°0′47″N 23°2′21″Ø

Wooden braided fench. Marking the field. Wayfinding 
elements towards the landscape pavillions.

Barn placed on a slope. Inspiration for new building 
typology.

Sami culture, Sheath. Patterns from Sami culture 
inspiration for the paving of the central town hall square

Sami culture, 8 seasons. 

DENSIFY TOWN CENTER – THE INNERMOST PART OF MÁRKAN.

We propose to densify around Guovdageaidnu town hall, the administrative center, so that a 
number of new and more vibrant urban spaces are created on a scale that suits 
Guovdageaidnu.
We propose a new central town square just next to the town hall. A simple feature, that the 
Guovdageaidnu is missing and that immediately will create a hierarchy – an clear town 
center! The Town Hall Square offers the opportunity of daily recreational use but can also 
embrace bigger events such as concerts, markets etc. The square is closed off against the 
E45 with a new building that contains retail offers and a café / restaurant with the possibi-
lity of outdoor service under a cover, to extend the season, so to speak. The top floors will 
consist of small apartments, for students. North of the City Hall Square, we propose a new 
Seasonal Center, which can contain the many features that the sports hall today occupies. 
The Seasonal Center should be seen as a flexible hall, which can accommodate festivals, 
market, exhibitions etc. We also propose a new opening in that existence town hall facade, 
facing the square, a transformation that gives access to the town hall and the other 
professions in the building. With these new features, all the buildings around the future 
central town hall square will be facing the square and an urban hub, that can showcase and 
intensify all the good things Guovdageaidnu has to offer, appears.
The paving of the town hall square is inspired by a simple classic Sami pattern – a symbolic 
way of bringing the sami culture right into the heart of the town. The paving is done in local 
slate, from Alta. In addition to the town hall square, a number of smaller urban spaces are 
proposed, all these together form a new urban area in the town center – a string of urban 
living rooms. South of the City Hall Square, a new Regional and Local Tourism Center is 
proposed, to link visitors to the most central part of town.

We propose to make the main road E45 more narrow were it passes through the town cen-
ter. This will help to slow down the speed of passing cars and at the same time tie together 
the two sides of the road, turning it into a more dense urban area with a stronger focus on 
soft mobility.

KBA1 will be a gift for Guovdageaidnu, but at the same time a huge challenge. It is the easy 
solution to start on bar ground when constructing a big project like this. Unfortunately, it has 
been seen many times before that when a new shopping center opens outside the town 
center, no synergy and cooperation between town center and shopping center emerges – 
the two areas don’t benefit from each other. On the other hand, they compete and ultima-
tely the old town center will ‘wither away’ and be left empty. If KBA1 is constructed on the 
proposed area, north of the town, it will turn into another ‘satellite’ in Guovdageaidnu. We 
think that the enormous potential KBA1 presents, with commercial and residential functions, 
should be used to densify the town center, by moving it into the inner parts of Márkan. The 
industrial functions that KBA1 is also going to represent, can still be built on the intended 
area north of town, as they dont give all that much back to the recreational part of town, that 
the center represents.
When developing Guovdageaidnu’s town center, ownership / cadastral conditions must be 
refined and developed – the local plan for Guovdageaidnu has to be revised.

It is important to concentrate the town inwards, so that synergy is created between buildings 
with shops and public functions – for an example between the schools and the future offers 
in the town center such as classes, workshops and exhibitions at the seasonal center.

The climate is hard in Guovdageaidnu especially in winter, and winter is long here! This to 
speaks to the advantages of densifying the town inwardly. The shortest possible distance 
between the public and extroverted functions will result in them being used more by possi-
ble visitors and residents. It is a sustainable way of developing the town, both socially and 
environmentally. 

NEW CONNECTIONS

We propose linking the individual neighborhoods with an updated network of connections for 
soft mobility and as far as possible these shall be independent of the major roads for cars.
A new safe bicycle- and pedestrian connection will form a strong backbone in Guovdageaid-
nu. The inner Márkan is connected to Sámi High School and Reindeer Husbandry School in 
the south and The Primary School and The Culture House to the north.
Around this connection, the town will be able to develop and create a clear north-south 
pointing string of densified and urban town.
It is also in this string that we propose an alternative location for The Sámi National Theater 
Beaissvás and the Sämi High School and Reindeer Husbandry School. We know it is con-
troversial to propose a change to the ongoing plans, while proposing to place the school on 
the last field in Guovdageaidnu. But, the school will be an extremely strong catalyst for more 
life in the town center. In addition, it contains many functions, workshops etc., which will be 
rewarding to make visible and open up the rest of the town center - it can also inspire pupils 
in the elementary school next door. Furthermore, we propose a new building adjacent to the 
primary school, which can contain the day-care center. We think it is wrong to move these 
‘life bringing’ functions out of this relative small town center. We also suggest to transform 
and reuse the existing primary school, adding a few new buildings to the structure. Guov-
dageaidnu has a small amount of historical buildings, so we think it’s important to keep and 
transform architectural structures rather than tearing down and building new.

Soft mobility connections that are more scenic ore have a special urban character, for 
example, from the sports hall down to the primary school, we suggest to mark with poles 
were subtile lights are integrated to make the connections visible in the winter. We also 
suggest to create connection and physical contact to the river Guovdageaineatnu, that is 
a close neighbor to the town center, as a way of bringing nature right into the middle of 
Guovdageaidnu. A steel and wood boardwalk will connect the town center over the meadow 
and wetland to the southeast part of town where you find the Guovdageaidnu Museum and 
further on the Guovdageaineatnu church. And at the same time the boardwalk makes an 
amazing piece of nature more available to the residents of Guovdageaidnu.

THE LINK TO THE LANDSCAPE

Establishing new offers in the surrounding landscape will help give visitors and tourists the 
opportunity to enter the landscape, both in the form of accommodation, shelters and viewing 
towers where you can study the night sky and the northern lights. Sami’s culture tracks and 
current tracks are conveyed through smaller installations and elements. It must be possible 
to access the landscape and these mediation paths right from the town center, inner Mar-
kan, right from the tourist center. Elements are developed in a uniform expression in black 
painted wood.

CAR AND PARKING

The car is a necessity in this magnificent landscape and in the extreme winter climate. We 
do not want to remove the car from Guovdageaidnu, but we want to create better options 
for soft mobility being it by foot, bicycle, skis ect. By linking functions together and concen-
trating Guovdageaidnu, the opputunity is created for soft mobility users - so that the town 
center can become the pulsation urban hub it already has the potential to be. Today, the 
town’s development favors the car, for example by developing KBA1, on the remote spot 
that is planned, and the town’s urban spaces are dominated by parking. We want to reverse 
this development, so that it is possible, to a larger extend, to move around the town center 
through soft mobility. 
Parking should be divided into smaller pockets and placed on lesser visible areas, but still 
in close contact to the shops and trades. And by marking the individual parking booths, the 
areas for parking can be optimized greatly, and take up less space.

On short or long walks from Guovdageaidnu, hikers or sami herders 
will find various shelters, that contain different programs.
On this illustration, a shelter keeps hikers warm whilst acting like 
a stargazing post, were staargazers will be completely clear of the 
small amount of ’lightpolution’ Guovdageaidnu (on the leftside of the 
illustration) gives off.
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