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ENERGIZING RØDBERG

The municipality of Rødberg is located in the valley of Numedal. Rødberg is a small industrial town nes-
tled amongst vibrant nature whose hydropower plant is a centerpiece of the town’s identity. The plant, 
Nore I, has transformed Rødberg from an agricultural to an industrial town, however agriculture still plays 
a significant role in the town’s economy. The power plant was a catalyst in the construction of Numedals-
banen. In fact the construction of Nore I influenced the city to start to improve its transportation. The small 
village together with the hydropower grew, due to industrialization and new transportation connections. 
Much time has passed since the inauguration of Nore I and since Numedalsbanen was operational.  
Rødberg, like many other rural towns in Scandinavia, is facing a large migration of people to the big cities 
in search of different opportunities. 

Nevertheless, Rødberg has become a second home city, a place where thousands of visitors spend 
their holidays. This new resurrection of Rødberg is hectic but highly seasonal, especially during summers 
and holidays. Rødberg is one of the last large stops before people continue onwards to their destination. 
Many people tend to frequent the Kiwi during their travels but seldom stay long in the city center. 

At first glance, Rødberg is a place surrounded by beautiful nature that offers plenty of opportunities for 
tourism. However, the town itself lacks a certain attraction to make tourists stay for an ample amount of 
time and a lack of activities and opportunities for work to encourage residents to stay. The fast growth 
during its urbanization has affected the town’s urban landscape. The town has lost its small-town nature 
charm and has become a single surface covered by asphalt. There is a lack of public spaces and re-
veals a place that is in stark contrast to the surrounding nature.

This project’s vision aims to mold Rødberg into a more connected city, for its people, and with its past 
whilst looking towards the future to offer its citizens a purpose to stay and grow together within the city. 
Rescuing the Rødberg identity hopes to bring back the local lifestyle that is focused on local resources 
and introducing new technologies that can lead to a more sustainable lifestyle. The vision is to make 
Rødberg a place where it is possible to live, work and enjoy nature at the same time. A more attractive 
city not only could help to keep the tourists but also increase its population — a town to stay not to pass 
by. 
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These are the seven principles used to create the concept design, together they create our landscape 
strategy:

1- CRACK the GREY: 
Reduce the hard surfaces (asphalt) in the environment. Swap existing pavement to a more permeable 
and porous material, that could contribute to the city permeability during heavy rains and provide a grip 
surface during the winter. Surfaces to be replaced include parking lots, streets and public areas. 

2- CONNECT the GREENERY:   
Increase green areas along the urban zone to connect with the surrounding nature and create better 
places between buildings. Increase green spaces around commercial buildings and parking lots, allowing 
a better transition to nature. Green spaces will contribute to the cities visual attractiveness. 

3- ACTIVATE THE SHORELINE: 
Water is plentiful in the Norwegian natural landscape and is also a vital element in public spaces. Provide 
opportunities for water activities both direct or indirect contact. Pavilions, docks, and other elements can 
be placed to facilitate public access with the water.

4- Recover the PAST: 
The city grew with the power plant and the Numedalsbanen. Reclaim town history by creating a linear 
park over the tracks with urban furniture and urban arts relating to the town’s past. Linear park will con-
nect with the existing rail handcar ride on the other side of the damn.

5- Local PRODUCE and global KNOWLEDGE: 
Encourage local production and provide the opportunity to gain new knowledge for future residents. 
Encourage local production and market (Food Processing Plant) and introduce new areas of education-
al opportunities, for example, the Science Museum, research facilities at the Energy Building while still 
promoting the preservation of traditional activities with a Cultural hub for the regions traditional crafts and 
trades.

6- on track with Automation: 
Prepare Rødberg to be a part of the Kongsberg Automation Project. The Green Corridor can improve the 
local transport and also stimulate more automation projects in other areas, for example, the use of simple 
automation in the food processing plant. Provide car charging station in preparation of Norway’s pro-
posed ban on the sale of fossil fuel cars by 2025.

7- Places to live: 
 Introduce new housing typologies to accommodate different types of people. Renovate and create more 
housing opportunities for Rødberg residents, create more reasons to stay in Rødberg.

RØDBERG A MORE ACTIVE AND PRODUCTIVE SPACE FOR EVERYONE  

To create a more active and productive space for everyone, public facilities and new housing typologies 
are introduced throughout the city centre. Creating places that can facilitate the opportunity for an active 
public realm can be beneficial for both residents and visitors.
The leisure park is revamped with the introduction of new functions as well as clearer thresholds between 
car users and pedestrians. Some of the functions the leisure park will provide are a cultural hub, harbor 
bath, and sauna, with the new technology-focused functions in close proximity to the hydropower plant. 
This will encourage full movement throughout the park. 
 A new pedestrian loop that follows along the peripheral of the water dam introduces new public gather-
ing spaces as well as establishing a better connection between the town centre and the Kiwi. With more 
permeable surfaces throughout the car catered urban environment and new public green spaces break 
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up the present-day single surface. 
There are a couple of housing typologies that are introduced into the town center. New apartments that 
are located in the town center amongst the new public spaces. Towards the leisure park space is provid-
ed for the introduction of tiny homes and cabins for later phases in the development of Rødberg. 
These new additions and renovation in Rødberg are in hope to be a new catalyst in modern times for the 
growth and stewardship of a sustainable Rødberg -- environmental, socially, and economically. 

NEW HOUSING FOR THE  FUTURE

Industrihusen is located at the plot of the former Industry House and consists of two new residential 
buildings with a total number of 30 apartments. By splitting up the buildings in two, the goal is to offer 
central and attractive apartments, with easy access to the surrounding city. It also opens up for having 
two particular kinds of residential houses, with possibilities of making one for all-year-round residents and 
the other one for rental. Furthermore, to attract a variety of people, ages, and gender, there will be three 
different sizes of the apartments. Each apartment has a major opening and balcony towards the south, 
so that nature feels constantly present. The built typology is in dialog with existing houses of Rødberg, 
but with a new type of wooden facade and with two contrasting heights. The buildings work in a new di-
rection, to follow the existing curves of the landscape and to allow easier pedestrian communication. 
The apartments are reached by a cold tempered access balcony, that becomes the transition between 
indoor and outdoor. The access balcony opens up for being a social platform to meet your neighbors. 

WE BELIEVE IN OUR ENERGY 
 
To the east of the existing leisure park is the proposed Science Museum. It consists of two-storeys which 
include two spacious exhibition halls on both levels where displays about science, energy efficiency and 
Rodberg’s industries will be on display among others. The architecture provides for a sustainable and 
energy-efficient design. Both the cladding and building structure are to be constructed out of timber. 
Its roof angles, which is a reference to  the fjords of Norway, can be considered as a ‘’marker point’’ or 
point of reference for Rodberg. While considered to be a feature, the roof is not just for aesthetics as it is 
also to provide for PV panels which will produce the energy that the Science Museum will run on. Other 
facilities in the museum include a small-sized classroom where residents can learn coding and other soft-
ware technologies that may be useful in the automation of machines. Adjacent to the exhibition spaces 
is a restaurant and cafe where products from the food processing plant can be bought and prepared as 
meals. This area is accessible to the public via footpath from the food processing plant and the leisure 
park. 

The existing Nore 1 repair workshop will be demolished and replaced with a new office building for busi-
nesses working in the energy and innovation industries. With a glass link connecting it to the Nore 1 
administration building which is to be refurbished, together they are to form the new Energy Competency 
Centre. With PV panels lining the roof, copper facade, big windows with adjustable shades, the new 
office building is designed with sustainability, functionality and energy-efficiency in mind. The new office 
building gives an impression of lightness and coherence, while also complementing the neighbouring 
Nore 1 office hydropower plant through its geometry and use of material. 

THE NEW FACE OF AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture is still the leading financial sector in Rødberg. The food processing plant aims to help local 
farmers sell their products. The built-up area is around 790m2, divided into three zones: production, ad-
ministration, and merchandising. The plant was designed to accommodate several types of small-scale 
production, including dairy products, meat, and vegetables.The area is designed to fit the requirements 
of cleanliness, food safety, food production, and packaging. 
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The Production zone:
The Diary Room: preparation of cheese, yogurt, and milk;
The Butchery: exclusive area to prepare hunting meat on a small scale.
The Berry selection: room designated to select berries and other small vegetables. 
The Bakery: dedicated to supporting the cafe
The GreenHouse: Production of vegetables 

The Administration zone:
Head office located on the mezzanine

The Merchandise zone:
Cafe
Shop

The external façade of the building is made of timber wood, an abundant material of the region. The 
wood blends with the natural landscape and the big windows provide natural light to the building opening 
it up to the outside. This allows people to see how and what is produced inside the Food Processing 
Plant. 
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