
As expressed by the town authorities 
and members of the community, 
Guovdageaidnu should pursue the 
goal of becoming -in the 
medium-long term- the Centre of 
Sámi Culture & World Heritage. 

HHowever, this should not mean just 
preserving the traditions and history 
from a museological way, but instead 
using them in an intelligent and 
sustainable manner as the basis for 
the future development and growth 
of the town.

Protection and divulgation

long term goal

In order to follow this storyboard 
for the future, we propose a Phase 
Zero: a supporting element, flexible 
enough to be colonized by different 
programs, that may change during 
the year. 

TThis will encourage the activation of 
various initiatives related to culture, 
landscape, herding and tourism, thus 
boosting the economical allure of 
the municipality and making it 
socially dynamic and attractive for 
new creative industries and 
businessebusinesses. 

A cultural network

phase zerø

As the main center of Sami culture, 
Guovdageaidnu is nowadays the 
place to live for a sami who wants 
to live surrounded by the ancient 
traditions and majestic landscape 
of these proud people. 

HHowever, due to several factors 
-mainly related to economy-, a 
great part of this rich heritage is at 
risk of being lost forever. What can 
be done to take advantage of this 
cultural potential?

Fig. 1
Seasonal & Landscape Heritage

Fig. 5
Outdoor Study Area

‘Struve Geodetic Arc Center’

‘Sami Forum’

Fig. 2
Vertical Circulation
‘The Landscape Stair’

Fig. 3
Accommodation
‘Weekend Lodge’

Fig. 4
Reindeer 
Migration & 
Landscape
Observatory
‘The Lookout’

Sami Heritage Refuge
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The long term goal is to reinforce 
the existing urban grid, complement-
ing it and creating a continuous cir-
culation network along Guo-
vdageaidnu that is perceived as wel-
coming by all users (pedestrians, bike 
/car/snowmobiles riders).

Reinforcing existing network will ef-
ficiently connect existing public and 
cultural buildings, encouraging po-
tential uses in current underutilized 
areas in Márkan.  

Reinforcing existing urban grid

long term goal

The first step for the activation of 
Márkan is the creation of a support 
element: The Bridge. It serves two 
main purposes; it provides a 
permanent connection through the 
river and it performs as an adaptable 
activity condenser. 

Smaller scale proSmaller scale programmed devices 
can be attached to the bridge, 
providing various central points, 
impermanent and adaptable through 
the seasons. 

An adaptable seasonal center

phase zerø

Fig. 1
Seasonal River Interaction
‘’The River Spa ’

Fig. 5
Seasonal Beach Activation. 
‘Super-Pier’

Fig. 2
River Uses Support
‘Canoes Dock’

Fig. 3
Vertical Circulation
‘The Landscape Stair’

Storyboard for the Future

Sami people permanent settlements 
are relatively recent. These young 
developments present a lack of 
urban hierarchy along with weak 
public space offer. 

Sami teSami territory occupation strategies 
are traditionally low density and 
spread out. They also carry a strong 
cultural heritage load. 

TThese critical parameters exclude 
the direct application of traditional 
urban planning strategies in 
Guovdageaidnu.

From Nomadic Society to Settled 
Community
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KBA1 development is considered an 
inflection point in Guovdageaidnu 
economic diversification. It is a 
remarkable chance to integrate 
technological development along 
with the concentration of 
commercial uses.

HHowever, we consider a more 
profound study of KBA1 
opportunities is indispensable to 
develop its full potential, including 
the comprehension of actors 
involved and the reality of 
available/potential resources. 

KBA1 Full Develpment

long term goal

The first step for the activation of 
KBA1 is the creation of an icon: 
The Tower. The main purpose is to 
gather attention not only from locals 
but from visitors to Guovdageaidnu. 

It is expected to act as a triIt is expected to act as a triggering 
element, locating the site in the map, 
and activating the various and 
complex processes needed for this 
development to happen. 

Landscape dimension is in the root Landscape dimension is in the root 
of it: an intervention capable to 
perform at very different scales. 

Place-Making

phase zerø

Lack of visibility from N45 at 
Guovdageaidnu entry from Alta, 
while not critical, is a fact. 

Right next to this point lays KBA1, 
a large lot reserved for potential 
future commercial / industrial area. 

Additionally here is an urAdditionally here is an urgent need 
of economic diversification, which 
could potentially take advantage of 
this upcoming development.

Lacking visibility
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