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Seam The shore areas as 
public space for the 

enjoyment of nature!

The Seam as 
urban beating heart!
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«Jođi lea buoret go oru». Established as trading place of a 
semi-nomadic society, Guovdageaidnu finds its identity in 
the road. The name itself Guovda-geaidnu means "half-way". 
Halfway between two traditional migrating routes, Guovd-
ageaidnu has a unique location and holds great possibilities 
to become an important destination in the arctic region for 
innovation and new economies. The current main road to 
reach Guovdageaidnu is the north-south European route 
(E45), around which the town has developped.
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The “Seam” wants to open Guovdageaidnu to the world, by 
implementing and improving the route E45, through 
small-scale urban interventions that can enrich the urban 
layers. The projects reveals a sequence of mixed urban 
areas, that can be developped with time in order to generate 
a new spatial intensity.

The project reads the territory on three scale levels: the 
urban landscape, the community economy and the road 
system. The current residential developments of Guovd-
ageaidnu is fragmented in residential clusters, without a ho-
mogeneous development. The buildings with public interest 
are located around the E45 by spreading in bunches. This 
system does not create a city center where people gather, 
but there are isolated buildings here and there with isolated 
functions, connected by long-distance routes. 

The “Seam” is the spinal coloumn of the city. It is a route and 
it is the connecting place for nature, water, farming, mobility 
and different types of living. By creating the new airport hub 
and rethinking a new mobility infrastructure, the “Seam” is 
designed as the urban core of the town, where new econo-
mies flourish, extending the users spectrum. It solves traffic 
jams, while retaining maximum urban qualities. It is the op-
portunity to rethink the road, as flexible and robust strategy 
for the future.

The “Seam” highlights the potentiality of the riverbanks, 
considering them as connecting surfaces in between the 
different areas of the project, including them in the entire 
process. By preserving the natural landscape and its water 
system , the “Seam” becomes the place where the best of 
the urban qualities intersects. The “Seam” still is the link that 
Guovdageaidnu has with the rest of Europe, but it is more 
than this: it is a resilient storyboard able to retain the vital 
balance between energetic town and thriving landscape.

URBAN LAYERS

The “Seam” aims to bring the “streetlife” to the daily life of 
Guovdageaidnu. The project focuses on revitalizing 4,4 Km 
long of the E45 route, by creating a framework for future de-
velopments. Through soft programmatic injections the 
“Seam” is a space in the making. Due to the flooding risk, no 
permanent structure can be placed on the riverbanks. The 
spots can host multiple functions and can be implemented 
with time. It is possible to create endless possibilities to make 
the most of the city identity.

YS575



THE COMMUNITY ECONOMY • 2GUOVDAGEAIDNU     •     NORWAY

Hot
Airballoon

festival

Central market 
square

Sami music 
& dance
school

Future 
mobility hub

Public 
library

Startup 
hub

Upcycling 
centre

Speciality 
shop

Workshop
room

Reindeer cheese
cooperative

Outdoor 
sami 

retreat

Cross-
country 

skiing race

Outdoor 
bouldering 

wall

Trail 
running 

marathon

Digital wood 
laboratory

Woodland 
visitors 
centre

Belvedere 
Tower

Barbecue 
garden

Picnic
Area

Open air 
movie theater

Sami national 
theater

Sami 
culinary 
school

Student 
dormitory

Community 
steakhouse
and bakery

Children 
playground

Wild 
reindeer 
centre

Bird 
watching 

tower

Toboggan 
run

Sami luxury 
handmade ateliers

Sami 
cultural park

Sami 
photography archive

International 
centre 

for reindeer 
husbandry 

Sami board 
of trade

Kite 
Festival

Innovation 
lab

Hydroponic 
greenhouse

Maritime 
quarter

Diving 
centre The dock Jet ski 

safari

Astronomical 
Observatory

International 
clima 

festival

Public
baths

Glacier 
archaeology

centre

Ice 
museum 

Pump 
room

Stale seed 
bed

Carbon 
farming 

field

Horticultural 
therapy
centre

Public
distillery

Plunge 
pool

Steam
room

Water 
skiing race

Kayaking 
ecotourism

Stand up 
paddling 

race

Hydro
theraphy

Escape 
game

Planetarium

Sami publishing 
centre

Winter
 light 

festival

Sami folk 
festival 

Massage 
centre

Sami art 
gallery

Centre of Sámi 
Culture & 

World Heritage

AIRPORT 
HUB

WINTER 
SPORT  GALA

ROOF 
SKIPARK 

SKI 
GOLF PARK

ICE RACING 
CIRCUIT

CONCERT 
HALL

SAMI WEDDING 
HALL

TRAVELLERS

SCIENTISTS

NEW INVESTORS

ARTISANS ARTISTSSPORTSPEOPLE

ELDERLY

CHILDREN

FAMILIES

After spending the 
morning with their 
children in the adventure 
park, a family book a 2 
days nature excursion in 
the woodland and wild 
Sami experience for the 
day after.

A group of young 
digital nomads will 
spend a whole month 
in Guovdageaidnu 
working remotely, 
while enjoying Sami 
lifestile. What an 
opportunity to share 
new ideas! 

Every first weekend 
of the month, the 
new Marketplace 
hosts a reindeer 
county fair: tourist 
and people from 
nearby come to eat 
the speciality and 
dance with locals.

A group of enthusiastic 
tourists, searching for 
sustainable good 
productions, stops at 
the Arctic Farm to an 
immersion tour and a 
cooking class. What a 
surprise to meet a star 
rated chef!  

Every summer, a 
family from Germany 
comes to the Airballon 
Festival to enjoy the 
competition. Most of 
the locals are not in 
town, but they met a 
Canadian family too! 

After the Winter Light Festival, a group of 
international artists spend a month in the 
Sami Cultural Park to prepare their art piece 
for the Biennale  of Northern Life. This year 
a renowed artist will use the Arctic Farm 
waste to create a on site sculpture to focus 
the importance of climate changes.

The last day of their 
honeymoon, an 
Austrian couple take a 
Sami beauty experience 
in the Sauna centre: a 
bath in fresh snow with 
native aromatic herbs! 
In the main hall they 
met Anne und Isak, an 
old Sami couple who 
takes weekly aroma 
therapy bath.

Schools, swimming 
lessons, annual swim 
club events and other 
small events are 
hosted in the hot 
rockpool in front of 
the river.

U-U-U-U, gnec-gnec. Up the 
Periscope Tower a group of 
tourists clearly hears a sound 
of Gallinago gallinago and 
other wild birds. Before to 
end their tour day they want 
to solve the enigma in the 
Escape Room downstairs.   

Every year, after the Joik 
Music Festival, the airport 
serves as location for Red Bull 
world competition and 
Winter X Games: skysurf and 
snowboarding on the roof are 
the most appreciated.

A group of pupils 
prepare they show for 
the next week Joik 
Music Festival, while 
young cooks prepare 
for the culinary 
contest hosted in the 
Marketplace.

The woodland edge is a limit 
to the expansion of the city. 
This move will preserve the 
reindeer corridor!
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The Sauna Centre com-
pletes the maritme quarter 
and serves the nearby care 
centre with activities for wellness 
and hydrotheraphy. The area creates a 
new pole of attraction and invite residents 
and tourists to spend time while contem-
pling the river landscape and socializ-
ing in the sauna. The centre is de-
signed to give quality to the 
southern river side. MARITME 

QUARTER

Located  on the opposite site of the 
populated urban area, it is the last stop of 

the “Seam”. It wants to be an oasis for water 
sports, a meeting point between the natural area and 

the urban area, a peculiar way to enjoy summer time and the 
riverbanks. The water sports represents the possibility to host sport 

events on the riverbanks, like stand up paddling races and water skiing races, 
surrounded by the peculiar urban landscape of Guovdageaidnu. 

ADVENTURE 
PARK

The adventure park an-
ticipates the woodland edge 

and generates a soft shift be-
tween urban area and natural sur-

face. It offers a different landscape for 
outdoor activities like tree climbing, trail 
running paths and creates a new scenario. 

It proposes new outdoor activities for 
resident and tourists, giving the 

possibility to create local tours 
and nature excursions to 

gather in outdoor area 
during free time.

SAMI 
CULTURAL PARK

The area is designed as an open air 
art gallery. The idea is to intensify the vo-

cation of this area by introducing new cultural 
spaces, strictly connected with the Sami traditions and 

culture. This is the stage of the Sami culture, giving the chance 
to host artist residencies during  contemporary art festivals. With the 

art pieces given by artists to the city, it will be possible to create an art invest-
ments fund and help to enrich the local economy and the art tourism.

CLIMA 
PARK

Climapark is an outdoor 
discovery centre with focus 
on climate history, geology and 
biology to widen the knowledge of 
climate changes, wildlife and humans 
living in the arctic. It aims to be also a tourist 
attraction during summertime, hosting 
events like airballoon festival, inter-
national clima festival and artist 
residency, enriching the tour-
ist offer and giving to the 
town a look from a dif-
ferent point of view. 

CAMPUS 
SQUARE

The area aims to be a 
vibrant cultural district, the 

diversity of the nearby neigh-
bourhhood, with Sports Hall and 

Start Up Hub, offers a dynamic place for 
young people and children. The Campus 

Square provides the ideal conditions to 
become one of the most throbbing 

area in the city, bringing young 
people form different ages, 

while flourishing new ser-
vices for the neigh-

bourhood.

CENTRAL MARKET SQUARE

The Central Market Square is the first and the last stop on the “Seam”, that 
visitors see before leaving the city. It represents a polivalent district  

connected to the commercial area KBA1. It aims to be the pro-
ductive place of Sami handcraft, while introducing 

innovation in the production process. The tra-
ditions meets technology  in a trade 

place that push the limit of pro-
duction into upcycling 

and modernisa-
tion. 

P E R I S C O P E 
TOWER

The periscope tower is 
designed to offer a combi-
nation of active and passive ac-
tivities, attracting people of differ-
ent ages and interests. The building 
offers a 360º panorama point over  
Guovdageaidnu and the sourrounding 
landscape, with a bird watching ter-
race. It is a space for relaxation, 
lounging and contemplative en-
joyment of the river’s views 
with a combination of 
meditative sports and 
less structured
‘play rooms’
with logic
games.

ARCTIC 
FARM

Considering the polar 
climate conditions and the 

rich water resources of Guovd-
ageaidnu, the hydroponic farm can 

provide an alternative economy, using 
the existing water basins. Productive 
scaffolding structures for hydroponic and 

aeroponic cultivation will allow to 
create new economies also for the 

processing of agricultural prod-
ucts like jams or fruit ex-

tracts for cosmetic and 
medical industry.

The vision for Guovdageaidnu can unfold in a number of way 
responding to resident needs. A vision for all age people, 
where the locals are involved: everyone will be a potential 
player in action (associations, common citizens, organiza-
tions, institutions). The result is a city that provides residents 
with a diverse selection of cultural activities and recreational 
experiences with an efficient land use. The strength of the 
project is to suggest new venues and new activities for new 
business for the entire community.

By reconverting the former Norwegian Air Force airport for 
civil aviation, it will be possible to create a new venue for dif-
ferent uses. Designed outside the urban area, but well con-
nected, it will simplify the reachability of Guovdageaidnu 
from worldwide, while meeting the residents space needs 
for big events (i.e. Sami weddings). It will provide the city of 
wide indoor and outdoor rooms, that can host winter sport 
competitions, funded by big investors, like i.e. Red Bull, and 
will incremente the tourist appeal of the town.

CITY MAP
1 : 10.000

The project aims to activate the community economy, 
through a creation of events. The “Seam” is a physical space 
to transform, but above all is the creation of a city brand, the 
storytelling of a community. The “Seam” aims to connect 
Guovdageaidnu to the world, while creating new events, 
new experiences, new economic sectors and new venues. 
By enhancing the cultural, artistic, gastronomic, handicraft 
and scientifics excellences, the “Seam” wants to make the 
city attractive to external investments.

START UP HUB

 
The Start Up Hub is a meeting place for new kind of entrepreneurship  

where students, researchers and everybody interested in entrepre-
neurship can network. It is a communal workspace, scene of 

events, serving great facilities and shaping a new way 
of working area, permeated by innovation. The 

old theater can be turned into a cow-
orking and coliving space for 

digital nomads, as a stage 
to internationalize 

economy.
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The “Seam” is a boulevard 
where cars, snowmobiles, 
pedestrians, motorbikes, can 
run and stop. It is a promenade 
for pedestrians. It is a vibrant 
route for bottom-up business! 

Far from the traffic jams, residents can 
encounter their quite neighbourhood on 
the back. Let’s reduce the distance 
between the buildings: lots of benefits will 
come! Families can build new houses for 
reatives next to their own: they will spare 
money, they will reduce land consumption 
and will build new shared working garden!

RETHINKING THE ROAD URBAN INFILL ADAPTATION AND FLEXIBILITY

The Periscope Tower 
is a tourist attraction!

The Airport Hub can 
host Sami wedding!

The hydroponic house 
is a new business opportunity!

The project aims to efficiency, while adding value to the open 
space. A new land fragmentation can give new energy to the 
urban context, can reduce soil consumption and can activate 
a virtuous process, which leave the city growing with a free-
dom, but sustainably, as well.  The vision for the residential 
plots is a flexible and robust strategy that can unfold in a 
number of way responding to development and population 
dynamics. 

The Seam becomes stronger with time, by following the 
population growth. The private plots are part of the project, 
since they integrate housing with workplaces for production, 
services and commerce.

Venue: Airport hub - Potential investors: : Norwegian Air 
Shuttle, Avinor, Red Bull 

Venue: Arctic Farm - Potential investors: Business Sweden, 
IIGCC, IKEA, Google Ventures Plenty

Venue: Periscope Tower - Potential investors: IIGCC, Nation-
al Geographic 

Roads
Road hierarchy

Private plots
Shared garden

Current buildings
Future buildings

  DIVERSIFICATION STRATEGY, MULTIPLING USES & MAXIMISING ASSETS

The space connectors help to 
dissolve traffic jams. The 
space around traffic lanes 
has temporary uses as public 
spaces and squares. It can be 
used as parking plots or for 
temporay activities. It is open 
for future developments!

Let the new buildings that 
overlook the “Seam” have double 
use: commercial use on 
groundfloor and residential use 
on first floor. Combining housing 
with small workplaces for 
production will give the street a 
boulevard imprinting, while 
helping small business and 
neighbourhood grow!

1,2,3

The strength of the project is the idea of giving to the citizens 
a guideline with n-spaces and n-possibilities. it is a responsa-
bility of the entire community of proposing the best develop-
ment that is in charge to discuss and decide.   
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