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Smooth Nomad Space

„Smooth space“ is the space of the nomad. It is characterized 
by a form of free flowing occupation. The desert, the steppe 
or in this case the tundra is free from codifications which 

determine behavior, functionality, ownership and 
other political restrictions.

Smooth space is without human 
intervention attempting 

appropriation. 
Because they have no borders, 

smooth spaces sometimes 
overlap and blend into a 

smooth experience. 
The architectural qualities 

and identities blur.

„Smooth space is open-ended, 
nonlinear, intensive, haptic, nomad space.“

*Gilles Deleuze

Striated Space of Modernity

“The striated is that which intertwines fixed and 
variable elements, produces an order and succession 
of distinct forms”. * Gilles Deleuze 

Striated space is shaped by the forces of 
institutionalization and political restrictions in a city. It 
is gridded, linear, metric, state space. Spatial definition 
results from architectural elements such as walls, 
curbs, fences or roofs. 
These articulate and clearly mark off spaces with a 
certain architectural quality and functional identity. 
Even though these fundamentally opposing spatial 
characters exist only in mixture, a delineation of 
striated from smooth space clearly happened during 
the development of Guovdageaidnu‘s urbanity. This 
polarity reflects Guovdageaidnu‘s urban hybridity 
between the ancient nomadic culture and the 
introduction of a modern lifestyle.

Sámi
Strategies

Improve the path network

Important urban connections and 
recreational loops are enhanced to 
encourage walking, cycling and the 
immersion into smooth space and activites. 
The path network connects points of public 
interest in the bowl and on the plateau and 
provides access to nature.

The path network

A system of connecting and recreational 
loop pathways is improved within the 
existing path network. 
These will be the axes of community 
life and functional enrichment without 
fragmenting the multifunctinal smooth 
space in the geographical center of 
Guovdageaidnu. 
The path network will provide intuitive 
orientation and unify the polycentric town 
with its public focal points changing over 
the seasons through a modern nomadic 
organisation of urbanity.

Push multifunctionality

All smooth space is multifunctional. The 
mixed use of spaces is characteristic of a 
nomad lifestyle and a vibrant productive 
city. Functional openness is strengthened 
in Guovdageaidnu‘s green network as well 
as in urban plazas. 

Smooth Tundra

The open tundra as the ultimate 
smooth space is the starting point of 
Guovdageaidnu and serves as central 
element to the municipality nowadays.

How smooth became striated 

In Guovdageaidnu, all the stages of the 
development from a smooth nomad space 
to a striated modern urbanity are still 
visible.
This polarity has produced a unique 
composition of features.

Sámi
Urbanism

Introduction of functions

The injection of first sedentary urban 
functions into the tundra was the starting 
point of the development of Márkkan and 
Guovdageaidnu as it is today.

Polarity of clusters

Clusters of buildings intuitively define a 
multifunctional space in between. The 
polarity of urban quality on the inside 
and the tundra on the outside originates 
naturally from the small size of the 
settlement.

Striated Guovdageaidnu

More and more islands of striated urban 
space spread out across the tundra. This 
urban sprawl shaped Guovdageaidnu‘s 
urban status quo. 

Connectivity

A network of informal pathways always 
led through the vast tundra. It still exists in 
Guovdageaidnu today. 

Urbanize clusters

Buildings form clusters in which each 
building faces the tundra on one side and 
the urban realm on the other. 
To enhance this polarity and consequently 
the urban qualities, plazas and catalyst 
community buildings are inserted in public 
clusters

Functional acupuncture

Along the path network functional 
acupunctures are injected to 
activate smooth spaces and enrich 
Guovdageaidnu‘s public areas. 
Public furniture, landmark structures and 
programmed buildings will form social 
places and activate the multifunctional 
space.

Densify Guovdageaidnu

Instead of sprawl, Guovdageaidnu needs 
inner growth and urban densification. 
Spatial proximity of important public 
programs and community spaces will 
create urban focal points. This will intensify 
social interaction and encourage economic 
collaboration.

Guovdageaidnu‘s specialties

Each aspect of Guovdageaidnu‘s 
development bears a specific spatial quality 
that we propose to strengthen and improve 
by a set of strategies.

Temporary Lease

Even though Guovdageaidnu needs new 
spaces, empty venues do exist. They are a 
potential laboratory for urban innovation 
and community incubator. 
We propose that vacant venues are given 
to a non-profit organization for 5 or 10 

Bathing in Nature
13.6km

A relaxing hike through the tundra brings 
you to a refuge hut, to the northern river 
and recreational areas. That is where you 
will find peace within pure nature and 
within yourself. 

Art Walk
11.7km

The Art Walk passes Juhl’s Silver Gallery and 
the Sámi Film Institute as well as various 
spaces of temporary art installations. It 
offers resting places on the mountain with 
a view over Guovdageaidnu as well as at 
the lake.

River Round
6.6km

For an overview of Guovdageaidnu’s nature 
and history the River Round will guide 
you through the most scenic riverside 
spots like the beach or the bathhouse and 
to the historic rebellion site and other 
monuments.

The Triangle
3.6km

The Triangle connects all important 
public clusters to form one cohesive 
urbanity. One can discover the diversity 
of Guovdageaidnu, meet people at the 
Creative Cluster and Dáiddadállu, join 
events at the Active Cluster and the 
youth club, learn at the intergenerational 
Education Cluster or immerse into the 
public life of  the Civic Cluster. 

Guovdageaidnu Urban land trust

Densification 

Instead of urban sprawl, Guovdageaidnu 
should densify its center to create mixed-
use urban focal points, a walkable city, an 
intensified socio-economic interaction and 
easy access to the tundra. 
We propose to enhance and densify the 
existing clusters of public importance. 
Therefore two challenges are faced:
* Centrally located attractive landplots are 
family owned and not accessible. 
* Some vacant plots, buildings or venues 
do not fit the specific demands of projects 
in planning.

To regain control of urban densification, we 
propose the foundation of an urban land 
trust. Due to tight municipal budgets, the 
city transfers all of its land into the trust.

Its development will finance further action 
of the trust. 
Private land owners either develop their 
plots or transfer them to the trust to 
receive repayment over 25 years and the 
opportunity to buy back the plot or one in 
similar quality for development. Thereby 
the landowner is ensured a financial return.
The central management of plots will 
ensure the right plot for the right urban 
activity to develop symbiotic urban clusters 
and social mixture.
Pieces of land are given out for a heritable 
long term lease (99 years) for private 
development and non profit organisations. 
The land trust can also be the guarantor 
for bank loans to empower visionary 
individuals to lead development.

year terms. With a few helping hands or 
little money the building maintenance is 
ensured. The erosion of vacant buildings is 
stopped. The community gains extra social 
spaces. 
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Creative Cluster

The now commercially used area around 
the Culture House seems a fit location for 
the new Dáiddadállu as an opportunity 
place for creative souls. The spatial 
proximity will produce synergies between 
artists and producers or businesses. 
In a future development it can be 
complemented by a Sámi Art Academy. 

Education Cluster

The school buildings could be sustainably 
rearranged to form a vibrant community 
center by replacing the middle part with a 
new central building. It serves as a catalyst 
for unifying the two schools, a kindergarten 
and adult education. Roofed connections 
between the buildings define a system of 
school yards and gardens.
Similar principles could apply to a new 
school building.

KBA2

The old High School will be 
demolished. Instead of KBA1, this 
piece of land bears great potential 
for a densified urban development 
with a mix of community living, 
multi- generation housing and 
business venues to stimulate the 
center of Guovdageaidnu.

Civic Cluster

The Civic Cluster will be reanimated 
by setting up important functions and 
creating a plaza with urban atmosphere. 
A permeable building structure defines a 
multifunctional market space with first aid 
like tourist info and toilets. 
The new business hub with co-working 
space and offices for startups is an 
important motor for economy. 
For future development the cluster can be 
enlarged to involve even the university.

Future Cluster

The three institutions will form a cluster 
of functions that are all incorporating 
traditional aspects of Sámi society into 
a modern lifestyle. A shared connecting 
space will encourage collaboration. Its 
location between the tundra and the town 
provides immediate connections to both 
realms.

KBA1

KBA1 as a cluster of public 
importance would further disperse 
central meeting places. 
A development of housing seems 
fitting and sustainable.

Active Cluster

Together with the new gym and indoor 
football hall, the multi-use sports hall 
defines an active public plaza for events. 
The youth club serves as meeting place and 
offers public infrastructure. 
In possible future development, business 
and commerce can be added to further 
define the public space.
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