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This scenario proposes a short term densification that would respond 
to the immediate needs and will sustain an economic blooming, if it is 
well curated. Learning from Sami’s traditional “áiti “, the proposal will 
employ a series of prefabricated modules that can be built fast and 
offer the minimum confort, and it will address newcomers, start-ups, 
visitors who need a few weeks or months of accomodation, artists in 
residence or workers who come to build the airport. This short term 
density will be a temporary gate to the city. 

Then, as the businesses develop in KBA1 and the conditions improve 
in Markan, the people in KBA1 will be offered new places in the center. 
The bowl will gradually densify and KBA1 will be eventually dismantled, 
with the exception of a few elements.*

With a careful consideration for the future of the plateau and the 
traditional Sami practices that take place there, the scenario foresees a 
loose and organic development strategy on the plateau, guided by two 
criteria: the purpose of the buildings – that should be reindeer herding 
oriented or farms – and a minimum distance between neighbours, to 
avoid an excessive land occupation. 

*These elements are farms and households that live on reindeer husbandry. They are the 
only permanent structures proposed on KBA1 and they are part of a larger regulation idea 
for the plateau. This idea is inspired from Luigi Snozzi’s experiment of Monte Carasso, where 
he revolutionized the development of an entire Swiss village through seven flexible building 
guidelines..

The town clearly reflects the way that Sami people 
have been relating to their landscape and environment. 
There is a strong link between language, livelihood and 
landscape, that is expressed in Sami through just one 
word - meahcci.
It has been constantly mistranslated and oversimplified 
to such an extent that it corresponds with the Norwegian 
term”utmark” or with the English term “landscape”. 
A thorough translation is difficult, because understanding 
this concept requires extensive explanations. Essentially, 
meahcci is a collection of practical places and 
relations, also described as taskscapes. 

The project aims to be the translation of this term, 
through a series of proposals that would frame the local 
identity and facilitate relationships between spaces and 
actions happening at specific moments in time.

We suggest a development in small steps, grounded 
in the reality of the place that needs to be thoroughly 
observed before acting. Therefore, at first, our team will 
position itself as an observer, to get a deep understanding 
of the site. The desired image of the town will form 
gradually, not only through our proposals, but through 
the collaborations with the local artists that can offer 
their insight in the creation of a meaningful aesthetics. 
Our goal is to empower the community through a series 
of scenarios in five different scales, where the people 
can be actively involved. The verddevuohta mindset, 
siida as an organizational frame and the emerging art 
field in Guovdageaidnu are the key in finding a local 
architectural language and avoiding a generic and 
unwelcoming development of the city.

1.  Don’t spill the bowl!

2. Learning from Sami

1. the initial pattern of development

airport airport airport

farm

KBA1 KBA1 KBA1

2. the dismantling and gradual occupation of vacant spaces in Markan (10y)

detail of the initial pattern of development moduled prototypes

Luigi Snozzi - School in Monte Carasso

3. the late stage of development (20y) with the reactivated center and new farms on the plateau
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Markan is defined by the bowl, the brim and the river. 
These working concepts are geography tropes with great 
potential for the town. In fact, they form Markan. With the 
right interventions, they can be productively integrated.

2 . The Brim
The project suggests a series of actions that would make 
the Brim more present in the landscape of Markan:
-strengthen the low speed mobility along the brim, with 
petestrian and bike paths, ATV and snowmobile trails
-attach public programs to the brim (e.g. the kindergarten)
-develop the unbuilt area of the brim as a park
1. The River
The River is also a strong feature in the center. It has the 
same status that a public square has for any European 
town. Therefore, the river can be an environment of Sami 
culture expression. 
Instead of building a museum, the River can be a meeting 
ground between tourists and locals, sharing activities 
and experiences and taking part in Siida.

3. The Bowl is filled with a 
constellation of sculptural 
spaces that draw from the 
working garden typology. The 
idea came from Bas Smets’ Pearl 
Trail – a landscape architecture 
project in Bahrain that consists 
of a succession of small scale 
squares dispersed along the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Pearling Trail in Muharraq.
In our proposal, these 
spaces are presented simply 
as suggestions. Their final 
architecture should be the 
outcome of a collaboration 
between a team of architects 
and a team of local artists. In 
time, willing locals can connect 
their own working garden to this 
network, in a touristic project – 
an unconventional museum of 
experiences.

This scenario identifies and explores three main 
opportunities that could transform Markan in a 
productive center.  
“What attracts me is to me a center”. Lacking proper 
meeting spaces, the people in Guovdageaidnu are 
strongly connected to the places that bring them 
together, be it the school, the sports hall where 
they organize events, the church, or the former 
cafe next to the grocery store. 
The center of Guovdageaidnu is a dynamic space 
that sees a maximum expansion during the Easter, 
when most of the festivals and community events 
take place. During the summer holiday, almost 
half of the population is on the coast, joining the 
members of the family who left in spring with the 
reindeer. In the dark and cold months, most of 
the people are in town, but they don’t have good 
common places to meet, so the exhaustion from 
the lack of light becomes even harder to bear.
 
Markan can’t be defined by a street, or a public 
square. Instead, it can be defined by a network of 
sculptural spaces that allow temporary expansion 
and are expressive enough to stand on their own. 
These spaces require the least resources but they 
can achieve the greatest impact, so they can be 
introduced in the beginning of the development 
process.

Another opportunity is in the network of vacancies. 
There are many vacant houses and lots that can be 
used either temporary or permanent, depending 
on the soundness or spatial qualities. These 
vacancies have a significant role in the beginning 
of the process, when various institutions need 
expansions or reconstructions. The abandoned 
buildings act as temporary hosts in this case.  

These two networks can be connected by an 
improved and inclusive route system that will take 
into account all the means of transport used in 
Guovdageaidnu. Its development can start with 
tracing better pathways, bike lanes and ATV/
snowmobile trails and later in the process, the 
streets can be upgraded.

Within a few years, the town can focus on building 
representative architecture that works with its 
culture and landscape.

2. Where is Markan?

3.  Geography tropes

vacant or future vacant buildings

school

Daiddadallu

kindergarten and elderly center

future development from KBA1

proposed buildings

proposed paths

proposed gardens
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If meahcci had a physical translation, that 
would be the working garden. The working 
gardens are empty spaces that people prepare 
in front of their houses, in order to work in 
them. Traditionally, they would make duodji 
or raindeer related tasks. They also serve as 
open air storage spaces and many times they 
are bordered by the “áiti “.
Their description reminds, in many ways, of 
an artist’s studio, which in itself is a working 
garden.
These community working gardens, that have 
in common the fire and the water, can be open 
or sheltered spaces, or they can accomodate 
simple needs. 
These interventions can happen from the 
beginning of the process and they can engage 
an entire community in the design and 
construction and they can offer an instant 
exposure.

The new kindergarten that could replace two old ones can 
be built on the brim, along the national road, and it can 
be coupled with a future house for the elderly. Both social 
groups would benefit from this association.

As soon as the highschool , theatre and reindeer husbandry 
school are relocated, the school building can occupy the 
old highschool for 2 years, while a new school project 
could be implemented. This will give a frame of 4 years for 
feasibility studies, detailed design and funding and 2 years 
for construction. After 2 years, the school can move back on 
the same site

4. Chess moves

4. Instant exposure

kindergarten restructuring

kindergarten and elderly center coupling scheme

primary and secondary school coupling scheme

the studio of Constantin Brancusi - sculptor

taxonomy of footprints showing the morphological potential

the working garden of a Sami family back in the days

elderly 
center

kindergarten 
3a

Daiddadallu
current location

school
current location

old highschool new school on its 
original location

highschool and theatre
current location

future site 
next to KBA1

Culture House Old Highschool

new building on site of the 
Old Highschool

kindergarten 
3b

kindergarten 
on the brim

moving

moving

moving

expanding
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