
GUOVDAGEAIDNU

   2020 - ACCESSIBILITY AND TEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS    2025 - ATTRACTIVITY IN THE CENTRE

Making the future centre 
more accessible by 
removing fences and 
creating pedestrian and 
snowmobile connections.
Creating paths leading to 
the river, a pier for small 
boats and sauna along 
the wooden deck on the 
riverside, shelter on the 
beach next to the museum.

Organizing events in the 
future city centre, linked 
with sustainable mobility, 
the river and following 
the rhythm of seasons. 
Temporary conventions are 
taking place on parking 
spots next to the town hall.

Building the high school 
and theatre on the plateau. 
Building the primary/middle 
school next to the river. 
Starting to tear down the 
unused buildings of the 
existing primary/ middle 
school. Building the first 
part of the new Dáiddadállu 
offering officespaces that 
can be of use for developing 
the project.

Installing the first new 
business and housing. This 
will improve attractiveness 
and diversity of functions in 
the centre. 

Adding new roofed parking 
for sustainable mobility 
(cycle, sledge...). Developing 
parking for electric vehicles.

Replacing the gas-station 
by a shared mobility station 
(bus, carpooling, car-
sharing) so people can stop 
in front of the centre and 
access it easily. 

Creating a tourist office 
opposite the mobility 
centre.
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Analysis : fields and floods

Exploring several sustainable ways of traveling

reindeers circling

Karesuando Saami at their summer stay in Lyngsei-
det approx. 1884-1890

Guovdageaidnu was settled at the crossing of roads 
between Alta and Karesuando and Karasjok and 
Nordreisa  But nowadays, with the modern econ-
omy, two airports in the region and the road E45, 
this balance has changed. A village representing 
all aspects of saami culture should be easily acces-
sible. Moreover mobility is part of a productive city 
because accessible areas enhance attractiveness . 

With the climate challenge, any society should de-
velop sustainable mobility and reduces use of cars. 
The project is mixing several means of transport 
for all needs, seasons and aptitudes. By freeing up 
some of the existing parking, new squares for possi-
ble social interaction are created. 

In the centre, a centralized shared mobility station 
is implemented. It is welcoming travellers for daily 
transport or tourism.

Analysis : scattered modern settlements

Project guidelines : 
- connecting the plateau and the river
- affirming settlement and create a village centre
- annoncing the centre from the road

“Connection paths” from outside the centre to 
the river

Indoor- outdoor path between culture and 
nature. Views towards the river.

NEW WAYS FOR MOBILITY THE SAAMI CULTURAL CENTRE

RESOURCES IN SAAMI CULTURE POTENTIALITIES IN NATURAL AND URBAN SHAPES

With inhabitants consisting of 90% Saami speakers, 
the only Saami university, renowned arts and duodji 
creations and growing tourism, Guovdageaidnu is 
wishing to become the Centre of Saami culture. 

Accordingly they should have a Centre representing 
all of the ways to be Saami — places to meet and 
sell, display and teach their crafts, and places to ex-
hibit their culture to others. The aim of this project 
is to locate and create such places in the village.

Natural form
The village is settled next to the Guovdageaidnu 
river. Fertile lands offered a place to settle on 
the plateau between migrations. Some fields are 
still harvested today inbetween housings. Steep 
slopes and flooded lands along the river reduce 
possibilities of construction. Open spaces offer 
large scenic views on the horizon. The plateau is 
used for reindeer grazing and leisure activities. 
As reindeer husbandry is the primary resource of 
Guovdageaidnu, its territory should be preserved 
from urbanization. 

Proximity to the river and administrational build-
ings makes the current school site ideal for the 
Saami cultural center. 

On one side the project is connecting the uni-
versity to the river by a pedestrian street. It is 
dynamizedwith two main activities: the existing 
townhall and  the new IT research institute. On the 
other side, the knowledge center and Báktehárji is 
linked by a path to the cultural Saami centre and 
the river. Scenic views to the river is arranged by 
the design of built and unbuilt areas. 

Both connection paths are bound with an out-
door-indoor path. Several activities are placed 
along it. All these places are offering possibilities 
for assembly and creating a social and productive 
environment. The indoor-outdoor path present 
possibilities for meeting at all seasons, escaping 
mosquitos in July, getting some warmth in January 
or enjoy a nice sunny easter day.

Mixed functions
Saami culture is productive in many ways. Reindeer 
husbandry, art and crafts are essential in Guovd-
ageaidnu. The village is proud of its education 
qualities. The only all saami university is situated 
right here. 

Mixed functions in a productive city generates 
activity and attractiveness all year round. Together it 
enhances productivity of the city by reducing travel 
distances, encouraging a mix of activities and social 
meetings.

The key for a productive Guovdageaidnu is to 
associate Saami culture with common functions in 

Urban shape
The traditional settlement form -siidas- still shows in 
the modern urban shape. It shapes a sparse village 
stretched along the road. Scattered inhabitation 
reduce possibilities for meeting points. Existing 
open green corridors are an opportunity for easily 
accessible and nearby sport, play and leisure. It 
is also the frame used for connections between 
settlements in the productive city. 

Projects in progress
A new Reindeer husbandry high school and thea-
tre is already on the way. KBA1 functions could be 
moved thanks to all existing possibilities in Már-
kan (empty buildings). Several activities could be 
moved (primary and middle school, kindergarten). 
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a modern city. This means to gather and combine 
nature, community, knowledge, business and local 
culture in the heart of the city. 

The traditional concept of verdde can be used 
in an innovative way and correspond to today’s 
sustainability criteria.

Opportunities
Thanks to the existing structure and the natural 
situation of the plot, the project is composed of 
two areas. They are divided into two schemes with 
many uses. 
And educational centre and a cultural centre with 
development of small enterprises and housing. 

 

Some need to be created in the near future (house 
for people with dementia). Therefore, there is an 
opportunity for restructuring the village around the 
two centers.

Meeting place
The river has importance in Guovdageaidnu history 
and is a main feature in the landscape. The two new 
centers are related to it. The village meeting places 
are consisting of an urban area along with an open 
natural landscape. They are linked together with a 
park along the existing field. 

In order to announce the centre, the road E45 is 
shaped into a street with buildings placed along. 
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MASTERPLAN IN 2060
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   2030 - CENTRE AND SURROUNDINGS    2040 - MORE SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES

Connecting the centre to 
the museum through the 
river, with a wooden deck.
Installing a café at the 
beginning of the walk.

Replacing some of the 
existing parking by a 
planted square for residents.

Building the Saami cultural 
center (Duodji, Crafting 
houses...) together with the 
elderly home. 

Developing sport 
infrastucture next to the 
existing swimming-pool (ball 
games, cyclecross path).

Using the former high 
school and Dáiddadállu for 
workspaces and housing. 
The long halls are used for 
small industry businesses. 

Transform the actual duodji 
building into the Saami 
heritage institute as a 
central building for the 
cultural inheritance and the 
museum.

Developing a park-path 
along the existing field in 
order to link the two centres. 
It is including playgrounds 
for the school, snow-
activities (ski-games, sledge 
hill, Yugigassen) shelter for 
barbecue and a path for 
sustainable mobility.

6 - TOWARDS 
THE MUSEUM

7 - NEW ACTIVITIES 8 - EMPTY 
BUILDINGS

9 - PARK-PATH
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GUOVDAGEAIDNU

THE SAAMI CULTURAL CENTRE AND THE RIVER IN 2060

THE SAAMI CULTURAL CENTER IN 2060

TRANSFORMING THE SCHOOL SITE TO THE CULTURAL CENTRE

THE CULTURAL SAAMI CENTRE
The Cultural Saami centre consists of four elements 
that represents the different ways of Saami life. As 
we aren’t Saami authority, the project should be 
developed together with specialist on Saami culture 
and inhabitants.

The Cultural Saami centre is developed on several 
years adapting to the budget and the progress of the 
other projects. The school will be torn down gradually. 
The first step is starting already next year so that the 
building of Dáiddadállu can kick-start the new centre 
and create social events for the inhabitants. The 
building could in addition host spaces for showing 
and planning the buildings in collaboration with 
experts and locals.
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Tear down by 2020

Tear down by 2025

Tear down by 2030

Tear down by 2030

Upgrade and combine 
pool and gym by 2040
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DÁIDDADÁLLU

Duodji Centre

• Sewing Offices
• Weaving Offices
• Knitting Offices
• Outdoor Market Square
 - Can be used for weddings
• Large Kitchen
• Flexible Space
 - Café
 - Pop Up Store
 - Workshops

MARKET SQUARE

YOUTH HOUSE AND 
REPAIR CENTRE

• Outdoor Fire Space
• Small Library
• View Point

Ancestors Library

• A multipurpose space
• Gallery all year
• Tourism
• Ceremonies
• Indoor pedestrian street
• Possible to connect Lavvus 

when desired:

Indoor Street

• A multipurpose space
• Seasonal gallery
• Seasonal ceremonies
• Tourism
• Outdoor pedestrian street
• Arranging Lavvus and Gump-

is around when desired:

Outdoor Street

• Leather Crafting
• Wool Crafting
• Glassblowing
• Silver Smith
• Smith
• Brewery
• Butcher

The Craft Houses

• Joiking Spot
• Sheltered Bon Fire
• Inspired by Saami building 

techniques

Connecting all Saamis

THE DUODJI CENTRE
The Duodji Centre is inspired by circling reindeer 
and is a tribute to the Saami culture where herding 
reindeer is a predominant part. This is the most 
known way to live Saami life today, though it is, and 
have not been, the only one.

THE FLEXIBLE STREET
The indoor and outdoor street is based on the 
structure of a “fiskehersje” and is a tribute to all the 
Saami who grew up by the sea and benefited from 
all its resources. 

THE ANCESTORS LIBRARY
Because of the Norwegianization, many people with 
saami ancestry choose to keep it as a secret. We call 

1. 2020: Start the planning of the new Primary and 
middle school on new site

2. 2020: Tear down insignificant area and relocate 
functions within the existing school

3. 2020: Start building the Dáiddadállu
4. 2024: Move the middle school temporary to the 

empty reindeer herding school
5. 2025: Tear down the current middle school, 

but keep the part containing wood working 
facilities, canteen and kitchen

Lavvu briding to walkway,
air plane principle

Gumpi, moved by 
Snowmobile

BARRISTA GUMPI

LOCAL HERBS AND 
SPICES GUMPI

STREET 
FOOD GUMPI

REINDEER KEBAB

SMOKED SALMON

DRIED MEAT

KNIFE SHOP

SHAMANIC 
TREATMENT

PURCES AND 
BELTS SHOP

JOIKING COURSE

STALLU 
POINT

BAKERY

SPEED DATINGBAR

POETRY READING
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   2050 -  ACCENTUATED POLARITIES    2060- OFFERING SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES

Transforming the road 
E45 into a street. Building 
business and offices on the 
west side of the road to 
create flow on both sides 
of the road and improvie 
activity.

Converting the post-office in 
into a statement building for 
the administrative centre.

Installing the nature centre 
together with the culture 
house next to the school for 
crossfield activities. 

Nearby the river creating 
a nature path with a bird 
tower and a shelter.  
Along the park-path 
creating an outdoor 
workshop.

Developing activities and 
functions. Building the 
youth center-repair station. 
Developing Dáiddadállu’s 
building as the same time 
the collective is growing.  

Sustainable mobility is well 
in progress, more parking 
is replaced by planted and 
assembly squares.

Installing a new activity in 
relation with the university 
and the culture center.

The I.T. (information 
technology) research is 
collecting knowledge about 
new technologies used 
in Saami tradition with 
maintenance service.

Building accomodations 
along E45 to announce 
the centre. This is visually 
linking the two massive 
buildings of Thon Hotel 
and the University and will 
improve urban harmony.

Keeping the view over the 
river and creating resting 
spots along the slope.

Completing the commercial 
area with small industries.

10 - ALONG THE 
ROAD E45

11 - NATURE CENTRE 12 - CULTURAL CENTRE 13 - THE I. T. RESEARCH 14 - HOUSING 15 - COMMERCIAL AREA

them the Silent Saami and tribute them and all 
the people who now are reconnecting with their 
Saami heritage with an Ancestors Library. A vast 
open space, the exact opposite of the politics and 
ideas that caused the norwegianization to begin 
with, is the setting of the library.

THE CRAFT HOUSES
Saamis have not traditionally been living in cities. 
However urbanization affects Saami culture as well 
and it has now become as normal as the other 
ways of living. These wooden houses are a tribute 
to all the Saami who explore their culture by 
living in cities. Cities have also proved themselves 
important for saami culture as they bring Saamis 
from different areas and traditions together.

6. 2025: Build the Duodji Centre, the Indoor 
Street and the Bonfire Spot

7. 2030: The new school is finished, tear down 
the remains of the old school, but keep the 
pool and gym.

8. 2030: Start building the smaller buildings for 
Crafting and the Outdoor Street

9. 2035: Tear down house and build the 
Ancestors Library

10. 2040: Up cycle and connect the pool and gym

TOWARDS THE PATH 
ALONG THE RIVER

TEMPORARY 
OFFICES FOR 
DEVELOPING 
THE PROJECT
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