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RE : WIRE Guovdageaidnu

Observation and position

Ideas and intention for Gouvdageaidnu

Existing and future places Strategy Plan: Proposed meetingplaces

Hvordan kan det byggede 
miljø sammenbinde livsstil 
og kultur

Situation plan 1 : 10.000Situation plan 1 : 10.000
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“RE:WIRE Gouvdageaidnu “ as a project unders-
tands the challenges faced by Gouvdageaidnu  
as a way to examine current conditions and to 
“rewire” spatial networks in order to react to the 
transitions and changes experienced by Gouv-
dageaidnu and to introduce hereby a sustaina-
ble future Sami lifestyle. The build environment 
can strengthen the relation between the traditio-

nal Sámi culture and the modern lifestyle that is 
lived in Gouvdageaidnu today. Herewith Gouv-
dageaidnu can continue to live the best of both 
worlds, the traditional culture and the contem-
porary way of life. “RE:WIRE Gouvdageaidnu “ 
addresses the brief in a strategic approach and 
aims to visualise new networks and possibilities for 
Gouvdageaidnu.
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1 : 20.000 The new and the old sports hall connected by activities

1 : 20.000 The path

1 : 20.000 The sauna near the river

1 : 20.000

Enable direct routes for pedestrians

The path between primary school and university

LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

1)Transportation Strategy

Landscape A strategy of nodes and connectors

4)Knowledge/culture sharing strategy

2)Nature Accessibility Strategy 

3)Tourism strategy

The aim is to create a more vib-
rant and interactive flow in Gouv-
dageaidnu. By determining a 
hierarchy within the roads and 
paths, the project aims to make 
it more convenient to choo-
se walking as a transportation 
mode. The strategy suggests the 
pathway system as an experien-
ce rather than just a pragmatic 
route to get from A to B, and to 
create interesting nodes on the 
way in order to encourage non 
motorised transport. By choosing 
to walk instead of driving by car 
or snowmobile, the pace will be 
5km/h instead of 60km/h, which 
facilitates to meet and interact 
with other people by creating 
time for eye contact. Maybe it 
will lead to a conversation or just 
a „hi“.

“RE:WIRE Gouvdageaidnu “ as an urban and strategic planning project focuses first on the landscape strategies in order 
to react to the upcoming spatial transitions and to strengthen Guovdageaidnu as the “heart of Sápmi”.

The new path system as shown in 
the “Strategy Plan” runs throug-
hout Gouvdageaidnu. The pro-
ject enables from the nodes a 
better and more inviting access 
to the nature both for locals and 
for tourists. The proposal intends 
to create scenic routes and ma-
king the area more accessible to 
everyone. Therefore different re-
creational functions are positio-
ned along the path system and 
the river such as a sauna allowing 
an easier dip in the river in win-
tertime or a set of benches as an 
occasion to sit down and enjoy 
the view. 

By having the aim to increase tou-
rism in Gouvdageaidnu (by con-
sidering the airport concession), it 
is important to think of what kind 
of touristic activities can benefit 
the Sámi and employ the inhabi-
tants all year round. To maintain 
the culture, the touristic activities 
should follow the seasons, and 
practicing traditional methods, 
like camping in the spring, ice fis-
hing in the winter and exploring 
the remarkable nature all year 
round. The ambition is to develop 
quality tourism instead of mass 
tourism. For this strategy, a de-
velopment of hiking trails and the 
creation of attractions such as a 
birdwatch tower boost are for in-
stance envisioned. 

Knowledge sharing and the 
mediation of Sámi culture is an 
important productive activity for 
Gouvdageaidnu and is therefore 
an important asset for the pro-
ject. 
For this strategy, the project 
zooms in on the sports hall and 
its surrounding area not currently 
activated enough. The Old Sports 
Field, as listed in the brief as a ‘ri-
sing phoenix’, will be converted 
into an open structure hall. The 
area around it will have an obst-
acle course and outdoor work-
out inviting people in for informal 
sports activities. This strategy ent-
ails the differentiation and gra-
duation of informal and formal 
sports activities.

We make it more attractive to walk. 
To make people meet

make transport an experience

we make it easyer to walk
better connections (crosswalks)

tech

deleøkonomi ifht transmortmidler
snowmobilesharing

oplysning om nyt netværk

Hi !

transportation troughout seasons

Create a hieracy for transportation

We make it more attractive to walk. 
To make people meet

make transport an experience

we make it easyer to walk
better connections (crosswalks)

tech

deleøkonomi ifht transmortmidler
snowmobilesharing

oplysning om nyt netværk

Hi !

transportation troughout seasons

Create a hieracy for transportation

We make it more attractive to walk. 
To make people meet

make transport an experience

we make it easyer to walk
better connections (crosswalks)

tech

deleøkonomi ifht transmortmidler
snowmobilesharing

oplysning om nyt netværk

Hi !

transportation troughout seasons

Create a hieracy for transportation

To keep a stabil population. 
Good for the shop etc. 

formål
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Overview of the verddevuohta school , the artist collective, the kindergarden and the elderly home

Entrance to the verddevuohta school 

activities inside verddevuohta school

From introvert to extrovert

Edge zones - street scale

Programmatic relations between the 
buildings - urban scale

Programmatic relation within the 
buildings - human scale

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

The “Edge zone” concept (Danish “Kantzone” 
concept) deals with the question how the buil-
ding immediately meets the outdoor area and 
how it interacts with it. For Gouvdageaidnu, this 
introduced concept can open new ways of how 
to rethink the “in-between” spaces of the city. In 
the context of the “Sámi Verddevuohta Skuvla”, 
the edge zone acts as an inviting place and a 
communication area for the incomers and the 
users of the buildings.

Focusing on the potential synergy between the Elderly day care, the Kindergarten, Dáiddadállu and the soon-to-be va-
cant buildings of the High School and the Husbandry School being converted into the “Sámi Verddevuohta Skuvla”, a 
place of encounters and the embodiment of“Verddevuohta”, where the different users can exchange and mediate their 
knowledge to others.

After having investigated the urban scale and 
the street scale of “Sámi Verddevuohta Skuvla”, 
this part illustrates of what happens inside the 
buildings. The interior render illustrates a possible 
scene of how a typical day would look like: a 
person from the elderly centre tells the curious 
Kindergarten kids about how life was in Gouv-
dageaidnu before tablets appeared or how an 
elderly person with Duoji handcraft knowledge 
shows a young teenager of how to work with fur. 
At another day one of the collective members 
offer in the neighbouring rooms a course about 
how to paint your own Sámi inspired painting.

Programatic relations 1 : 10.000

Strategier 

Strategier 

Edge zone diagram

Program diagram
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