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small-scale structures and facilities that utilize the riv-
er and can be used by tourists and locals alike. Along 
with the E45, the three new routes create a structure 
that ties the town together via a loop of existing and 
new functions. 
By defining, strengthening and tying together the 
town attractors and functions, we aim to create 
synergies between the functions and a connected 
town structure. With these connections, the daily 
lives of residents are assembled in the Bowl, creat-
ing opportunities for greater social interaction and a 
thriving society. The connections should be seen as a 
framework for the strategic placement of the different 
functions and programs. There is an inherent flex-
ibility that allows functions to be placed in different 
locations along the connections according to what 
future analysis deems ideal. 
The new orientation towards the river and clear con-
nections in the Bowl, create many attractive locations 
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New Reindeer Corridor
A new migration route connects the reindeer routes through the town and the River. The Corridor will act as a 
protected area where the herds can move freely, but also as a new turist route between town and tundra with 
attractions along the way. 

Structure - the urban and the landscape
The Town is growing on the western side of the river, while the nature 
should continue to be left alone and flourish on the eastern side. 

Sapmi map

Kautkein 1800

Sami lavvu

Reindeer migration

Analysis

Landscape and the town
The tundra is characterized by big open plains with long views, and solitary herders. The town, 
in contrast, should have relatively close functions and enable social interaction and a tight knit 
community. 

Artic Tundra - open plains

Current Backbone - River or E45?
The town was once centered around the River, but today the E45 has overtaken it as the towns 
primary infrastructure. It is important that the town once again orientates towards the River. 

Strategy 01. Connecting Gouvdageaidnu
Concentrate Gouvdageaidnus public functions and attractors and connect them with the 
River. These connections tie the town together in a loop and act as a framework for the 
placement of functions. Creating synergies and attractive plots throughout the Bowl.  

Strategy 02. Nature and Cultural Connection
The Nature and Culture connection creates a new way to access the River. Along the 
Riverbanks new attractions relink the town to the River. The route connects to the Tundra 
and migration routes for both tourists and inhabitants to use. 

Strategy 03. New attractive plots
New connections open up attractive plots for businesses and families to settle in the bowl. Clusters 
of functions ensure a critical mass of use and create centers of activity. 

Strategy 04. A condensed town
A strong town structure in the bowl has to be the foundation for an expansion past the brim. We 
propose to develop businesses along the central connections in the bowl before developing the 
KBA1 area on the edge of town.  

Concept

Where is the center of Gouvdageaidnu?
Urban sprawl has spread important functions and attractors all over town and left Gouvdageaidnu 
without a clear town center. There is a need for urban spaces where residents can meet and 
interact in their everyday lives. 

E45

River

?

?
?

?

?

?

Business plots
Education and Culture plots
Commercial and Culture plots
Norwegian housing plots
Sami housing plots

E45

Valley  - new reindeer corridor
New migration route / Tourist route

New migration route / Tourist route

Protected area

Shelter/ Lauvvu
"northern lights domes"

KBA1KBA1

E45

Brim

River

Guovdageaidnu has a unique position as a stronghold of Sami culture. It is a historic and natural 
center, yet Guovdageaidnu is at a turning point. How will the Sami culture and tradition enter the 
future and respond to large societal changes?
It is with great respect that we enter our proposal for a new storyboard for Guovdageaidnu.
We have created a proposal for Guovdageaidnu’s future physical plan. The plan is meant to act 
as a framework for the future restructuring of Guovdageaidnu. Important transformations are 
happening in both the near and long term future. Among many initiatives there are proposed 
plans to establish a new school, theatre, kindergarten, a reindeer husbandry school and attrac-
tive plots for businesses. These changes have great potential to revitalize the town if they are 
coordinated through strategic long term planning. They have potential to create a thriving Sami 
town that maintains and strengthens its unique identity and tradition.

Analysis
“’A great City.’ Is a city where the public space is inviting too all of the inhabitants.” -Happy City
The river and the church are the birth of the town. Guovdageaidnu means midway, it is a midway 
between routes but also a midway to understand the livelihood of Sami tradition. 
After WWII, the village was destroyed and with no overall plan, Guovdageaidnu has been rebuilt 
as a collection of separate projects. Planning of the 1970s “Norwegian”/Isonomic development 
has blurred the historic Sami village even further. 
Guovdageaidnu’s two major elements, the river and the road, represent the past and the pres-
ent. The river is the town’s origin and former backbone, but today it has been overtaken by the 
E45 in the town hierarchy. The town has lost its primary orientation towards the river.
From its natural center in the bowl, Guovdageaidnu has sprawled out past the Brim and into the 
tundra. This has resulted in a lack of connectivity and meeting points in the resident’s everyday 
life. There is no single town center but smaller meeting spaces scattered throughout the town. 
The planned KBA1 and relocation of the high school and reindeer husbandry school will expand 
the urban sprawl even further. 
We believe it is important to work from the center and out. A strong town structure in the Bowl 
has to be the foundation for an expansion past the Brim. 

Vision
If we are able to utilize Guovdageaidnu’s natural qualities in the right way, in the development of 
the important educational and cultural institutions, the town can become an attractive generator 
for the Sami way of living. With a concentrated urban center, that connects the cultural, commer-
cial and educational points with the great qualities of the river, Guovdageaidnu will become a 
lively town all year around.
Proposal
We wish to strengthen Gouvdageaidnu’s attractors and functions by creating connections 
between the river and the E45, to once again orientate the town towards the river. Through two 
thematic routes, a Commercial and Civic Connection, and a Culture and Educational Connec-
tion, everyday life will once again be linked to the river. 
A third recreational route runs along the river and further out into the tundra. Here we implement 

is where we propose to place the new primary school, kindergarten and indoor swimming pool. 
These plots have been unused for many years but have a strong connection to the river for the 
whole community to enjoy. Imagine swimming in an indoor pool overlooking the river! The school 
and kindergarten can have small classrooms and laboratories on the wetland and bank of the 
river. The concentration of these functions would make it a lively meeting place for the residents 
all year round. 
In the long-term future, a World Heritage Center can be placed on the opposite riverbank over-
looking the Bowl. Here it would lie on the boundary between the town and tundra and in close 
connection to the other educational and cultural functions. 

The Commercial and Civic Connection
One of Guovdageaidnus current centers is in the area around the town hall that houses com-
mercial and civic functions. It lies in close relation to both the E45 and the small river bay. Our 
proposal aims to strengthen the urban space in this center and create a stronger connection to 
the university and the beautiful landscape of the bay. A cafeteria sits at the end of the connec-
tion overlooking the bay and acts as an attractive meeting point for the whole community. The 
parking lot south of the town hall is upgraded to become and urban square for residents to stay 
and greet neighbors and co-workers. In this new cluster of activity, the vibrant Dáiddadállu Artist 
Collective is added in new facilities that overlook the bay and allows for daily exposure to their 
work. In this new central space of Guovdageaidnu, we densify in order to assemble a concentra-
tion of people that can create synergies and attract further businesses to new attractive plots that 
overlook the beautiful nature of the Bowl.

The Nature and Culture Connection
The Nature and Culture Connection creates a new entrance to the river. Along the Riverbanks, 
new attractions re-link the town to the river. Artic farming, a birdwatching tower, pike fishing, a 
boat harbor, tourist boat tours, a beach, sauna and a floating pool are some of the attractions 
along this new route. Furthermore, the route connects to the tundra where tourists can stay in 
‘northern light domes’ or follow the migration routes as well as visit the museum with its new 
‘Duodji house’. This connection of attractions, can be used by both tourists and the inhabitants of 
Guovdageaidnu. 

The New Reindeer Corridor
The plan makes room for a corridor that connects the town with the migration patterns in the 
Arctic Tundra, and the reindeer husbandry school with the slaughterhouse. It is important that 
there is preserved space for nature and the Sami way of life, which in many ways is linked to 
the reindeer migration. The Corridor will act as a protected natural habitat that also consists of 
natural attractions along the way.  The Corridor acts as a loop between the Arctic landscape and 
the town.  

A New Concept of Housing 
In the heart of the bowl, our proposal creates space for a new form of family co-living. By moving 

the primary school to the Educational and Culture Connection, it frees attractive building plots for 
a new Sami housing structure by the river.
A new form of Siida, Sami housing plots with shared facilities. Plots consisting of generation 
houses make new possibilities for the Sami family-culture to evolve. The generation plots are 
centered around a Meachhi, a common working garden where the family-plots can interact, 
share and trade (verdde) products and facilities. It is a place for food production, tool sheds, 
animals and places to meet, talk and evolve socially and culturally. 
The housing structure is a long-term plan to strengthen Guovdageaidnu, and create attractive 
places for families to settle in interconnected communities that are routed in the Sami way of life. 

Attractive Business Plots  
A strong town structure in the bowl has to be the foundation for an expansion past the brim. We 
propose to develop businesses along the central connections in the bowl before developing 
the KBA1 area on the edge of town. In order to attract new businesses and residents, attractive 
plots are needed. Our proposal provides several options along the E45 and in the Commercial 
Connection for businesses to settle in a concentrated and sustainable density. In the Bowl the 
businesses can benefit from the concentration of inhabitants and the natural beauty of the river. 
Moving the primary school provides space for an attractive residential area in the heart of the 
Bowl and in accordance with Sami tradition. Once the capacity in the Bowl is full, Guovdageaid-
nu will have a thriving core and be ready for further development into KBA1. 

Implementation
The connections are a framework for the long term restructuring of Guovdageaidnu. Once this 
framework is established, it can guide and drive the future development of the town. To set in 
motion this restructuring, the initial steps are to establish the new routes, with attractive public 
destinations in the ends so they become an ingrained part of the community. 
For the Cultural and Educational Connection this means creating a new recreational park that 
establishes a path from the existing sports fields down the Brim and into the Bowl towards the 
river. On the riverbank, the connection is kick started by new public destinations such as a new 
pier and floating river pool. 
To establish the Commercial and Civic Connection, the parking lot by the town hall needs to be 
transformed into an attractive urban space and a new café overlooking the river is established. 
Creating these destinations will begin to assemble the inhabitants and create a cluster of activity 
that will get stronger as new functions are added over time. 

Conclusion
Looking towards the future, Guovdageaidnu has an exciting position with its unique natural and 
cultural qualities to build off of. Faced with societal change and challenges, the town must create 
a structure that capitalizes on these strengths. In an uncertain future, with many unpredictable 
circumstances, this proposal seeks to create a framework for an enhanced town structure that 
assembles the inhabitants and ensures that they can enjoy the benefits of Guovdageaidnus 
strong natural qualities.

for businesses, residents and civic functions to settle. Here they benefit from natural qualities in 
the Bowl and the active town life that has been concentrated.

The Cultural and Educational Connection
Guovdageaidnu has a strong position with the new proposed educational and cultural institu-
tions. In a town where many of the residents are out with their herds for large portions of the 
year, the social life around the schools becomes especially important. These new institutions 
will be central meeting points for the whole society and should therefore manifest themselves in 
attractive locations in the landscape. They should also have a close proximity to each other to 
insure that the interaction between them is strengthened and the daily life that they generate isn’t 
diluted. Uniting town life with cultural activities, recreation and education in a shared space, in 
order to preserve and promote the Sami culture and identity. 
We propose a Cultural and Educational Connection that bridges the natural elements running 
from the tundra, down the Brim and into the Bowl, ending by the river. The connection starts 
west in the tundra with the Reindeer Husbandry School that sits in the path of migration for the 
reindeer. Here at the start of the connection, it is possible to have the proposed high school and 
theatre as well. However, since the high school and theatre have such potential to generate 
life, we feel more synergies can be gained by placing them in close connection with the existing 
sports hall and fields that act as central gathering spaces for large events and festivities. Here 
the theatre and high school can act as a hinge, between the Brim, the E45 and the connection to 
the Bowl.
East past the high school and the sports fields, a new recreational park space runs down the 
Brim connecting to the existing culture house in the Bowl. Here, in close proximity to the river, 
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View A: Culture and Education connection from the river - Bringing together the existing sportshall, new high school, primary school, indoor swimming pool, kindergarten, small school   
               facilities on the river bank and a new pier with a public bathing house and sauna creating new access to the river. 
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Phase 01
0 - 2 years

Establish a framework for 
the future with the routes 
to the river. Kickstart 
with attractive public 
destinations in the ends.

Phase 02
2 - 6 years

Important public 
functions start to inhabit 
the connections and 
begin to establish new 
urban centers. 
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View B: Commercial and Civic Connection - The existing town hall (right), new building for the Dáiddadállu Artist Collective (left) with exhibition space and a new café overlooking the bay and river. 

View B

Section: Commercial and Civic Connection
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