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project title: The Rural Epoch
The Rural Epoch
A nostalgic thought from a knowledge-based ignition point 

Norway | the diminishing agricultural scene
In Norway, about 3% of the land is under agricultural cultivation and about 4% of able-bodied population is employed 
in the agricultural industry which accounts for about 2% of the annual GDP. However, the number of active farms is 
decreasing and several municipalities are currently without active farms. Where agricultural activities change or cease, 
the cultural landscape is also affected. Changing climate conditions also impact some areas which become overgrown 
without agricultural practises, irreplaceable heritage buildings are left to dilapidation, and species loss accelerates.

Citing from the 2030 Agenda - the global roadmap for eradicating extreme poverty through sustainable development 
for promoting good governance and peaceful societies by the UN in 2015, Norway has committed to one of many 
sustainable development goals to increase reliable food production at national level by 20% by 2020 to match the 
expected population and decrease reliance and dependence on imported food, while reducing total emissions from 
agriculture and other non-industrial sections by 40% by 2030. 

Could this seemingly daunting task be the powerful trigger to cultivate Rødberg as the pioneering agricultural 
centre from a regional to national context? Paving the way to healthy and continuous food production, sustainable 
management of resources and a well-functioning trade system.

Rødberg | the natural pivot of the intriguing Valley of 
Numedal
The valley of Numedal is a long valley with sweeping medieval 
traditions surrounded by rolling mountains and with a 
meandering river that winds through it. Along the valley lies 
numerous quiet and peaceful farms with almost untouched 
nature that maintains its balance with those residing there. 
The abundance of wildlife animals and plant species coexist 
harmoniously with the human traits and enduring medieval 
structures. One can find the most primitive and natural food 
cultures from the region, yet to be explored and enjoyed.

As the administrative centre of Nore og Uvdal municipality 
in Buskerud, Rødberg, although not a densely agriculturally 
cultivated land itself, holds locality significance and ignition 
potential to the greater agricultural scene in the region. 

As a popular second-home destination, it also attracts in and 
outfluxes of various populations at different times of the year, 
shaping it to be a versatile node ready to take on aspiring 
transformations. 

Vision | an ornated agricultural & rural reform
Life in Norway was once hard and laborious, people sustain themselves from their own livestock and produce from the 
farms. There were many family farms that passes on to generations by inheritances, and gives great memory to many 
since their early childhood. It means a lot to many farmers to be connected to the land, to see it grow. The farms are close 
and the farmers meet everyday, cooperate a little, borrow things from each other.

It was  a beautiful story and we wonder if it could be relived in today’s times? Will the young generation today be once 
again aspired to live a rural and, at the same time, modern life?
 
“A sustainable agriculture must be all three - ecologically sound, economically viable and socially responsible. And the 
three must be in harmony.” John Ikerd, 2008:76”

Ruthless and brutal development often leads to deterioration, but not improvement, in the quality of people’s lives and 
at the expense of our environment. Intensive and immediate agricultural cultivation should not be the way forward. 
Instead, we need a slow and strategic reform, almost like sowing seeds, embarking from a knowledge and research-based 
understanding, to experimentations at a controlled manner before the holistic implementation and growth of the many 
layers of tested developments. p.1
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The new agricultural cycle

_ Agricultural and Rural 
Innovation Centre (ARIC) & the 
Energy Competency Centre

_ The Market _ Experiential Culinary Hub

_ Regional production_ Farmstays

New developments 

Agricultural and Rural Innovation Centre (ARIC)  
Program: Laboratories, conference centre, classrooms, offices, ancillary facilities

The innovation centre shall be a first-step knowledge hub and technological fuel for scientists, researchers, students and 
farmers to comprehend the existing regional agricultural and rural contexts, the reby allowing the green transition and 
progressive transformation of a new farming and ecological scene to happen locally. The centre is an earth-berm struc-
ture growing from the level difference between the traffic road and reservoir with a viewing green deck on top and an 
expansive facade facing the water.  

- train reflexive and creative farmers of 
tomorrow
In the wake of an explosion in permaculture, 
heterogeneity and organic farming, small-
scale and artisanal farming with green origin, 
good quality, minimal environmental impact 
and moral care is encouraged and could be 
readily adopted in the valley of Numedal. This 
innovation centre provides a platform to allow 
the interactions of scientists and regional 
farmers to pursue the direction. Harnessing the 
benefits from modern day technology, e.g. use 
of sensors, devices, or even artificial intelligence, 
getting better forecast information, minimize 
resources, fertilizers, avoiding pesticides, while 
farmers could share their traditional farming 
habitus and techniques as a healthy knowledge 
loop and encourage actual realisations.

- ensure rural and environmental sustainability
With the foreseeable bloom of agricultural 
activities, it is important to also address the 
issues of protecting wildlife habitats, ensuring 
environmental longevity for sustainable 
agricultural practices, combating climate change 
and deforestation through soil protection, 
effective recycling, resource recovery, good 
water and sewage management, etc.  The centre 
could also gather scientists specialised in 
this area to safeguard and maintain a balance 
between development and preservation, 
educating farmers on how to attain a self-
sufficient agricultural ecosystem.

ARIC p.2
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Remediating the Main Street and the birth of a Community Hus
Program/Action: 
- infrastructural improvement to main street as a walkable zone
- Community Hus: Multifunctional hall (House for local crafts and town events), Tourist Centre, gallery, offices

“The Market” - Farm produce trade and market business 
platform 
Program: Market hall, business co-working offices and 
ancillary facilities

A healthy agricultural production requires continuous 
consumptions in order to be economically viable and 
sustainable. ‘The Market’ is a platform in the town centre 
by the reservoir new development area. It is a friendly 
market hall for regional farmers to sell their produce, and 
at the same time, a business co-working office that allow 
business entrepreneurs or start-up companies to provide 
trade and wholesale services to farmers catering for large-
scale customers, hoping to bridge the regional productions 
to national or even international level. 
Farmers can get a knowledge of the market signals, 
supply and demand information, avoiding unnecessary 
competitions, promoting coexistence of different types 
of farmers and produce. With its close proximity to the 
innovation centre, the interactions between scientists, 
farmers and even entrepreneurs are also encouraged, 
together developing the next innovations in agriculture 
that is welcomed by the consumer market.

Experiential Culinary Hub
Program: Waterside restaurant, experimental kitchen and 
ancillary facilities; Biogas fire pitch

In a region bountiful of local produce and potential 
new ingredients arises from farm experiments, it would 
definitely be interesting to see how a more exclusive and 
renowned food culture could be integrated to create ‘The 
New Nordic Plate’. The Experiential Culinary Hub is a 
conceptual restaurant hugging the magnificent view of 
the reservoir and hilly backgrounds, inviting young rising 
and passionate Nordic chefs-in-residence to co-create a 
contemporary culinary trend of local productions with 
inventive cooking techniques inspired by nature and 
technology. Hopefully, the exclusive experience shall 
attract foodies from around the country or the world to 
this town, learning more about the new agriculture and 
food innovations, also benefiting the farmstay B&Bs and 
business in the region. An extra feature shall be the fire 
pitch in the middle of the water reservoir driven by biogas 
from kitchen waste, providing a highlight to the special 
dining experience and a captivating landmark of the town.

The Market

E x p e r i e n t i a l 
Culinary Hub

Community Hus

The main street of Rødberg performs both the 
infrastructural role of the town centre walking 
spine and the necessary commute of Fv40,  large 
buses and vehicles are always side-by-side with 
pedestrians against high retaining walls. New 
pavers, or potentially smart pacers, are proposed 
to slow down the speed of vehicles for a certain 
part of the road, while the retaining walls shall 
be transformed to street furniture elements to 
encourage people’s interactions and short stays, 
also creating step-down continuity from the hill
side to the main street, providing physical and territorial porosity. The main street shall extend to the new developments 
in the reservoir side. 

A new Community Hus in the form of a transparent construct for local crafts, housing of tourist centre and town events 
is proposed at the old Industry House location. The setting of the structure provide a new buffer plaza along the main 
street and both a visual, as well as physical penetration from the originally enclosed area to the beautiful Uvdalsae. The 
ground level shall be a multifunctional hall for occasional craft markets, town events, etc. while the above floor shall 
house the tourist centre, town gallery and offices. A new downhill trail and bicycle route is also introduced to connect 
the Community Lab with the river and further to the water reservoir development area.

p.3
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Energy Competency Centre
Program: Laboratories, science centre, energy statistical public hub, Nore 1 hydropower education centre and gallery, 
ancillary facilities

The Nore 1 hydropower plant has always been a significant structure standing heroically beside the reservoir and dam, 
demonstrating Norway’s pioneering role in harnessing renewable energy.   To cope with the proposed future developments 
with a strong carbon-zero goal in mind, the new Energy Competency Centre is proposed to naturally extend from the 
iconic structure of the powerplant as a science centre for energy and environmental research, developing new technology 
and educating farmers with farms of different scales to attain their own self-sufficient energy cycle for operations. The 
ground floor shall be an educational centre to learn about the history of Nore 1 and showcase new technology, a statistical 
hub is also proposed to allow the farmers to monitor the regional consumption, while the first floor shall be the main 
working space for scientists and researchers.    

The proposal aims to bring about the nostalgic 
memories of beautiful rural farms and culture while 
thinking about what is the meaning of it in the future. 
Technological advancement is inevitable, and yet a 
humanistic vision is more important to protect our 
very dear nature and culture. By embarking from a 
knowledged-based ignition point in the little town 
of Rødberg, and bringing in strategic new programs 
and thereby, various new actors with different voices, 
we would like to see what will be the potential of 
development from a town towards a regional ruralscape. 

TO CONCLUDE...

p.4Energy Competency Centre

Food Production House
Program: Shop, Food processing area, small cafe

Food preservation for beef, lamb, poultry, deers and fishery has long been a traditional technique in Norway, from 
hunting, to storing, to preserving and smoking, a lot of wisdom and unique culture has been passed along for generations. 
While large processing facilities should be located at the region’s respective production area, a small production house 
in Rødberg could showcase the techniques, tools and sell small amount of animal produces to local residents, second-
home dwellers and tourists. Utilizing the old structure of train garage and opening up a facade, the production house 
shall be transformed to boutique cold-cuts cafe with retail facilities. Sharing close proximity with The Market and the 
Experiential Culinary Hub, together with the historical traits of the old train tracks, the waterside in the town centre shall 
be remodelled as a modern and sophisticated gastronomic node with indigenous traits.

Farmstay B&B
Program: residential cum tourism settlements for young Norwegian families

Instead of developing more second-homes which shall become empty houses in low seasons,  the typology of farmstays 
B&Bs could be an alternative ideology to attract young Norwegian families who are tired of city life and wanted a rural 
environment for their children to grow up to reside, while catering the large influx of travellers from metropolitan 
cities in hot seasons. The demographic composition of the region will also be diversified for a healthy growth of society 
in Rødberg. These small-scale farms could also be the perfect testing grounds for new species or farming techniques 
developed by the innovation centre as a collaborative experiment. It shall promote a natural Norwegian farmstay and 
‘hyttetur’ ‘experience with educational farming activities and hearty home-made food.
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