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Running Path (4km)

• Existing Theatre to be transformed into Centre for AgriAbility
• New Pedestrian Bridge that connects two sides of the river

• Building Sámi High School
    & The National Sámi Theatre 

Center of Sámi Culture 
and Heritage

Primary and
 Secondary School

• Demolishing current Primary School
• Building the Center for Sámi Culture   
   and Heritage

• Building of  the new 
Primary-and Secondary School 

•



• Redevelopment of public
  space around Municipality building
• Possible Location for a local bank









Nesting Centers

Nesting Centers
Vision for Guovdageaidnu

 Analyzing the evolution of our civilization tells 
us that city is rather a new concept, yet successful. 
However, cities have been used as laboratories of great 
urban concepts which have managed to survive due 
to absorbing abilities of local cultures. In this respect, 
every culture, Sami included, is expected to react 
skeptical toward any major interventions within its 
own built environment. Therefore, Nesting Centers 

The Arctic is becoming the symbol of the age of 
anthropocene, with humans as determinant species for 
its future. While food is a crucial issue in Northern 
Europe a number of disabled people are interested 
in farm work. With Arctic having a very high level 
of food insecurity, there is a demand for agricultural 
workers and expansion of farming knowledge within 
the communities. What if as part of a program of 
social involvement the disabled people would have 
the opportunity to explore agriculture as a way that 
aims their social inclusion? While there is general 
information and assistance to people with disabilities 

Phas ing

Concept

is conceptualized on the principle that indigenous 
Sami people value nature and consider their natural 
surroundings as a source of inspiration. Pricing this 
cultural value is simply impossible and undesirable. 
Accordingly, we must start thinking the major shift of 
production from political economy to political ecology, 
and the vision for Guovdageaidnu seeks for solutions 
within the current urban tissue and typology.

they are unfamiliar with occupations in agriculture. 
Hence, the agriability program takes the measurements 
a step further. This proposal aims at providing 
quality assistance to residents of Kautokeino toward: 
increasing disability awareness, educating individuals 
with disabilities on agriculture, providing referrals 
of available services and resources, and assisting 
individuals and families in implementing modifications 
and needed assistive technologies.
Additonally, Agriability will promote a circular and self-
sustained economy and will showcase the innovation in 
food research including fishing and agriculture.

Nesting Centers, comparable to Matryoshka doll, change 
sizes but not qualities. The civic center remains the core 
and a ripple effect of programs and spaces gradually 
merges with the natural surroundings. The civic core 
is followed by the educational belt, and further the 
nature accessibility is enhanced by a pedestrian bridge 
linking two sided of the river. This proposal considers 
our future inseparable from the positive being of our 
living environment and stands vigorously for a stage 
of eco-stability.

As Sami have essentially always been nomadic, the 
center has moved its location often also. However, due 
to the evolution of ways of living our unique cultures 
are being asked to adapt and absorb beneficial ideas. 
Therefore, the perception for the center should be 
open for interpretation based on our point of interest, 
physical ability to comprehend it and daily activities 
and circumstances. A center should not have a strict 
border, instead it has to be a space of significance and 
common good.
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Dáiddadállu &
Center of Sámi Culture and Heritage

Primary-and Secondary School
close to nature,the sports hall and public areas. 

Kindergarten
Possible Location 

AgriAbility Center

Sámi High School
The National Sámi Theatre

Affordable Housing

and co-working space

Increasing Public Realm:
A well functioning municipal center

Nesting Centers

General  Plan

1 :2000
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Nesting Centers

	 A	 cultural	 	 and	 Sami	 world	 heritage	 center	 would	 support	 a	
sustainable	 tourism	 regarding	 film	 festivals	 and	 stage	 for	 traditional	
joikers	 and	 singers.	 It	 would	 fully	 enhance	 the	 harmonization	 of	 the	
traditional	Sami	world	and	the	contemporary	world	while	promoting	the	
Sami	people,	their	language	and	culture	stretch	across	national	borders.	
The	program	of	the	building	itself	would	include	a	bookstore,	which	is	
much	needed	in	Guovdageaidnu,	joik-archives,	put	up	exhibitions,	dance	

	 The	move	to	a	more	circular	economy	is	helping	people	cope	with	
a	new	reality	and	prepare	for	a	more	resilient	sustainable	future.	The	
transformation	of	the	existing	high	school	into	affordable	housing	and	
co-working	 space	would	 prepare	 the	 conditions	 for	 future	 growth	 of	
Guovdageaidnu	while	maintaining	a	sustainable	approach	towards	built	
environment.	These	 are	 small	 but	 economically	 feasible	 interventions	
with	large	impact	for	the	future.

Affordable 	Housing	&	Co-working	Space

Center 	for 	Sami	Culture	and	Heri tage
Design Locat ions

classes	and	an	optimal	room	for	concerts/art	performances.	Additionally,	the	
gained	free	space	after	the	demolition	of	the	current	primary	and	secondary	
school	would	be	transformed	into	large	area	for	outdoor	activities,	playgrounds	
for	the	children,	a	park	where	people	can	relax,	a	spot	for	campfires	or	lavvu-
tent	or	turf	hut	to	enter.	Eventually,	these	could	become	an	attractive	area	
where	many	people	can	gather	without	an	excuse	or	an	event.

Small	but	economically	feasible	interventions	with	large	impact	for	the	future

Supporting	harmonization	of	the	traditional	Sami	world	and	the	contemporary	world	
while	promoting	the	culture	stretch	across	national	borders

The	concept 	 takes	 inspirat ion	from	tradit ional 	Sami	Lavvu.
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