
Anton i fjæra
BOSSEKOP SEAFRONT, ALTA
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Alta city is located in the very north of Norway where climatic and light con-
ditions are particular and create a fascinating landscape. Historically, Alta has 
been a multicultural place first recorded as in a Sami-settlement in the early 
16th century. In the beginning of the17th century the first northmen settled 
on the westcoast of the Altafjord  before around 1700 the city was invad-
ed from the north of Finland where people escaped from war and hunger. 
Bossekop developed in that time as an important trading senter. Anton was 
a legendary local fisherman from Bossekop going with his boat to the sea 
every day to  fish and selling the caught hering on Bossekop market place 
afterwards.  This projects wants to follow Antons tracks and interpretate in a 
modern way. The main focus lays on local food production.
Alta is situated quite protected in the fjord and has beside its location in the 
north a quite stable climate. The summer and autumn is rich with different 
kinds of berries and mushrooms. Nevertheless is the season to grow vegeta-
bles very short and vegetables growing in the cold climate are limited. North 
Norway is depended on importing fresh fruits and vegetables.

The intention of this project is to create a sustainable and recreational town-
ship using the location next to the sea as well as its supplies with developing 
methods like Aquaponi also for the north.

Sun-diagramm 28th february, 1:00pm
early sun for the aquapony greenhouse->important for production 
not only in the summer months

The main ideas of the project Timeline for developing the plot

2020 - Establishing appartements connected to the sea

2025 - Developement of local business

2030 - Cultural centre as the heart of the new township
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4. Establishing a new sustainable and 

local food production

1. Connecting Bossekop 
centre to the sea

3.Creating meeting places

2. Combining the seafront 
with a promenade
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2. The arctic promenade

1. Main axis

COMBINING THE SEAFRONT

CONNECTING BOSSEKOP CENTRE TO THE SEA

A Saturday afternoon in December on the pedrestrian path
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The swimming area with the sauna and wooden decking

As the university is developing and increasingly at-
tracting new students from Norway and all around 
the world, student appartements are placed along 
the hill sheltering the pedestrian access to the sea. 
This main axis to the new township contains a uni-
versal access with an elevator that takes people di-
rectly to the cultural centre. 

The walking path to the sea takes up the  course of 
a small stream (Bekkefaret) which  vanished thanks 
to house and road building projects. Bekkefaret used 
to be an important meeting point for the local pop-
ulation. 

Section AA’ - The beach as a direct acces to the water 1:250

Section BB’ - The recreative pier in front of the hostel 1:250

Section CC’ - The amphitheater protecting the main square from the wind 1:250

Section DD’ - The garden and the amphitheater looking at the fjord 1:250

Section EE’ - The  sheltered park and the summer path 1:250

Section FF’ - The path to the fish factory beetwen wild heather and forest 1:250

ZF876



4. The sea farm

3. The cultural hall

ESTABLISHING A SUSTAINABLE AND LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

CREATING MEETING PLACES
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Winter and summer days at Bossekop seafront

The Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture is a production based on 
a natural eco system

From the plot to the market, the aquaponics production make a living seafront

Aquaponics Multi-Trophic Aquaculture Processing food Local food market
(fishes & vegetables)

Summer impression

One big challenge for settlements in the north is the limited possibilities to grow own vegetables and fruits due to short summer seasons 
and cold climate. Usually, food supplies are imported from the south of Norway or abroad. Long transport distances have big effect on 
quality and price. The competition area in Bossekop has perfect conditions especially with its location next to the sea to establish a local 
and sustainable food production. The project integrates two different types of food production:

1. The Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture, hereafter shortened IMTA, will be located in the sea in a closed system.  The IMTA is cre-
ating a natural ecosystem based on recycling. Instead of growing only one species the IMTA is combining the farming of multiple species 
from different levels of the food chain. A fish farm for instance generates uneaten feed, wastes, nutrients and by-products. Mussels som 
are growing close by will profit from the particular nutrients of the uneaten feed as well as seaweed benefits  from nitrogen excreted by 
the fish. 
 2. The Aquaponics is a simliar system which integrates fish farming and growing of  plants without soil in one integrated system. 
Excretions from the animals is increasing the toxic level of the water they live in. Bacterias are transforming the waste products first to  
nitrites and later on nitrates which are used by the plants as nutrients. The clean water recirculates back to the aquaponics system. The 
building including the greenhouse for the aquaponics, space for food processing and the adminsitrative facilities is located close to the 
existing pier. The ready made food which isn`t supposed to be sold in the fresh food market or served in the restaurant or youth hostel 
can be therefor easily transported further. The building forms at the same time a protection from the existing noise level caused by traffic 
connected to the slate industry. 

The slate production in Alta starting in the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury is until today one of the most important branch of industry.  Re-
minding to the history of slate production in Bossekop the main hall 
(Strandveien 48) shall be kept and transformed to a cultural centre; 
founding the heart of the new township. According to the local pop-
ulation Bossekop is lacking public meeting places. The cultural centre 
is combining a place for practicing music, theatre, plays as well as 
workshops for handicrafts and arts. There are aditionally provided 
indoor and outdoor facilities in order to perform concerts or exhibi-
tions.
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