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The project takes two aspects into consideration: the lack of public space 
and the buildings’ aggregation on the site. It aims for a better interaction 
between the industrial buildings and the city centre by creating new 
common spaces for inhabitants. The slate industry will remove most of its 
activity on site, only the harbour and the workshop will remain for the time 
being. 

Instead of turning the location into a museum or a housing development, 
the proposal suggests renovating the facilities to host innovation. It creates 
a long elevated  promenade surrounded by a new waterfront, exhibition hall, 
incubators, workshop, R&D facilities, and cultural and tourist amenities. 
The project transforms Skiferkaia into a valued ceremonial landscape and 
becomes a productive neighbourhood.

The disconnected state of the industrial area and the fact that the site 
is on the way to the sea from the city motivates the project to develop a 
comprehensive urban and landscape revitalisation keeping some historical 
and natural aspects. The proposal is directed under a new design for the site 
and introduces new infrastructures and public spaces. 

The urban area is designed so as to generate both Skiferkaia and Bossekop 
for coexistence and contemplation. The urban intervention differentiates 
from the existing configuration by proposing new promenade, public spaces 
and green connections. This creates a link between the city and the new 
waterfront.

Skiferkaia is an active industrial site. Although the slate industry is famous, 
Alta doesn’t interact with the site itself. For that reason the site has always  
been excluded from the city. It is considered not accessible for public 
because of the hazardous activity and movement of the goods. The site acts 
as a barrier with the centre of Bossekop and the sea despite scenic views 
towards the Fjord. 

Alta is a tripod city; Alta Town Hall, Elvebakken and Bossekop. The project 
doesn’t engage any rivalry with the 2 other nodes but create a stronger 
pillar for Alta municipality. Bossekop can use Skiferkaia harbour facilities to 
create a new relation to the Norwegian Sea and add value and diversity to 
the city of Alta. It serves as a complement for the urban landscapes of the 
area.

0 50 100m0 500 1000m 0 50 100m

1altarnative innovation parke ALTA | NORWAY

INDUSTRIAL ISLANDBOSSEKOP ELVEBAKKEN Skiferkaia TOWNHALL

SITE CONFIGURATION 

Masterplan overview
NTS

Conceptual diagram
NTS

Constraints & opportunities diagram
NTS

Alta conurbation
NTS

BENEFICIAL MUTATION

PC157



In contrast to the current condition, the proposal envisions a masterplan 
that mix the park and the city. It is an alternative configuration that will 
contribute to the revitalization of the whole Bossekop area.  Main objective 
of the project is the creation of an open, accessible Skiferkaia site, a 
contemporary urban park with ecological character, with special emphasis 
on the social dimension, innovation and the site’s memory. 

New activities are brought to the site highlighting the existing core. The 
inhabitants will be part of Skiferkaia’s growth. It is a proposal that through 
landscape and urban design and ecological practices, attempts to reconquer 
a monofunctional space and transform it to a vivid contemporary and 
innovative industrial park.
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Skiferkaia is Bossekop’s largest 
open shoreline, but it had, over time 
and industrial presence, turned 
its back on the sea. The proposal 
recognises the potential for the 
city to readdress its coastal edge 
environment. 

The innovation axis is a 
predominant new feature of the 
site that creates 600 meters long 
suspended promenade. It ends above 
the subarctic shoreline and provide a 
new view overlooking Altafjorden.

The buildings’ linear footprint are 
kept as a memory reference and 
constitute the main connecting 
point to the elevated pathway. These 
iconic structures are kept to offer a 
new perspective on Skiferkaia and 
the surrounding landscape

The design of the site and the 
perpendicular green connections 
provide an active interface between 
the existing and dynamic urban 
realm and the rejuvenated water’s 
edge.

New planting zones complement 
the proposal, creating a green 
breakthrough for the masterplan, 
green openings that also offer 
elegant gatehouse and aesthetic 
visual delight.

The interstitial spaces are 
designed to host different 
activities throughout the year 
(market, concert, northern lights 
ceremony,...). The matrix creates a 
canvas for the site and the city in 
general.

The design is responsive to the site’s 
distinctive character and history; 
respecting and acknowledging 
the sea, the slate industry and the 
character of the coastline. 

Achieved through a programme of 
new platforms, stairs, sea-walls, 
piers, lighting and signage, the 
waterfront promenade aims to 
maximise people’s enjoyment of the 
1 km long subarctic coastal edge.
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