
This project seeks to stretch 
the limits of housing policies 
and explore new flexible de-
sign solutions and seek an-
swer to questions regarding: 
“Welfare State Vs. Self Or-
ganisation” and address so-
cial and economical adapt-
ability in a city where both 
the city and the dwellers have 
responsibilities for the design 

process and development.
One of the important aspects 
is that it explores how we 
think about the design pro-
cess and policies. If we devel-
oped an innovative dynam-
ics of dealing with ownership 
we would broaden our pos-
sible contribution to a more 
adaptive and diverse city. 

CITY’S RESPONSIBILITIES - CREATE SUPPORTIVE FRAMEWORK
CONNECT URBAN AREAS, MAKE PEOPLE MEET, AND SUPPORT SHARING, RESILIENCE, AND ECONOMIC FLEXIBILITY

PEOPLE’S RESPONSIBILITIES - UTILIZE FRAMEWORK
DESIGN, BUILD, CHANGE, SHARE, AND INTERACT
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Responsive 

Bergen
The adaptable city is a city 
that helps the people form 

the livable city 
“ “ 

ACCESSIBILITYSHARINGMAKE PEOPLE MEET UNITY NOT UNIFORMITY CHANGE OVER TIME MAKE CHANGE

ESTABLISH COMMUNITY HUB ALLOW FOR FLEXIBILITYPROVIDE A STABLE PLAN

A centre for exchanging ideas and 
design proposals during the devel-
opment of the new area should be 
the starting point for the project. Its 
a place for negotiation, discussions 
and visions..

A communal meeting place where 
people can share goods, create, 
gather and exchange ideas for the 
public space should be established 
early in the process. People should 
feel inspired to share and become 
ambassadors for a new sustainable 
way of living.

The surrounding neighbourhoods 
needs to be connected to unify the 
waterfront of Store lugnegprdsvan-
net. Green wedges should connect 
and the surronding pathways should 
be linke together.  An environment 
friendly way of moving quickly and 
safe is important. A system where 
the private car can have a minor 
role and instead provide a sharing 
system of bicycles, car-pools.

By respecting the neighbouring den-
sity, a common character is created 
that ties the area together. The pro-
ject should therefore steer to become 
diverse but framed to be united.

With temporary building solutions 
active participation take place on 
site. Before constructions of new 
buildings, lots should accommodate 
possibilities for temporary activities 
welcoming people to start process-
ing the sire.

It should be up to in people to de-
cide how their public spaces and 
gardens will look like and facili-
tate. With movable, adaptable and 
changeable objects, the public 
space and gardens can change over 
time according to needs

?
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The site consists of multiple storing 
facilities, a helicopter platform and 
an old brick building, saved from 
the second world war. The site has 
unclear borders between the exist-
ing green area and the hard sur-
face. It is possible to walk through 
the area, but the lack of pathways 
makes the walk inconvenient.

TODAY CATALYSER NEW STREET CONNECTIONS BLOCKS PLOTS

FLOOR SPACE INDEX MIX PUBLIC INTRODUCTION OF GREEN SMALL FLEXIBLE UNITS PARKING

Every plot should have a maximum 
FSI of 3.0 and 1100 sqm GFA and 
every block a maximum of 2.0 and 
an average of 750 sqm GFA. This is 
the start of negotiation about the 
FSI for the individual plot.

Since the plots differs in size and 
are bigger towards the waterfront 
a mixture of typologies and heights 
will accrue. The bigger plots will 
have capacity for larger and higher 
buildings and the smaller will have 
a lower scale.

What is not built remains public. 
The green public spaces are for the 
dwellers to clam and make change 
in. Collaborations for developing 
urban gardens, playgrounds, sport 
fields will create a diversity of us-
age and expressions. The old brick 
building is a communal hubb where 
discussions can be held, visions 
shared and material support collect-
ed.

The cemetery has high natural val-
ues, which needs to be introduced 
to the site to create a sustainable 
habitat but also to include the rec-
reational benefits it brings. A town 
park is established and wedges of 
green grows in to the site.

In the core of the green wedg-
es small flexible units colonise the 
space organically as the site de-
velops. This are changeable, easy 
movable and established by the 
dwellers.

Parking is provided mainly through 
small scale solutions as the project 
develops; either street parking or  
by providing parking on a plot in 
the area, plots that later could be 
built when parking numbers are re-
duced.  To ensure high densities, a 
car park is built underneath the kin-
dergarten and its park.

The old brick building is refurbished 
and acts as public facility where ne-
gotiations about the development 
and the future design are held. It is 
the catalyser, and starting point of 
the project.

Møllendalsveien is modified to cre-
ate a crossroad with a new street, 
which connects with the existing 
dead end street in the east. This 
will generate better flows though 
the area and also define the site in 
a more clear way and in the same 
time make the waterfront a public 
space for the city of Bergen.

New pathways connects the site to 
the cemetery in the south and the 
neighbourhood on the other side of 
the Møllendalsriver. A public space 
and transportation network which 
links all the surrounding neighbour-
hoods.

The connections have cut out new 
blocks in the urban mass where 
new buildings and green spaces will 
develop.

Every block is divided in to several 
oblong plots reaching for the water-
front.
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Inside the public green 
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>FLEXIBLE
Small pop up elements can 
from the very beginning 
start to colonize the public 
space. They are initiated 
by the new inhabitants and 
are dynamic, changeable 
and easy to move.  

>GARDENS
The public space and garden 
is for the people to make 
actions in. As the private 
property is minimised there 
are lots of space for public 
initiatives creating urban 
gardens, flowerbeds, play-
grounds and places to relax. 

>PLOTS
Every block is divided into 
several long plots, which can 
be built with several different 
building types, have different 
types of tenures and scale.

>TWO FACES
The buildings is always facing 
a street, creating a urban side 
and a more porous side facing 
the green public space. 

>PUBLIC
What is not built remains 
public. This becomes the 
public core, stretching 
through the blocks. 

>FLEXIBLE
4 meters of land on each 
side of the pathway allows 
for small non-residential 
flexible buildings

>PRIVATE
A 2-meter private land divides 
the public space from the private 
building. This creates a defined 
border, which helps the public 
to remain public and also allows 
small terraces in front of the 
buildings. 

>VARIATION
The buildings vary in heights 
between 2-5 floors, with a 
maximum of FSI 3.0 and an 
average of FSI 2.0 in every 
block. 

>COMMUNAL HUB
The old brick building starts 
as a catalyzer for the de-
velopment and becomes a 
permanent communal hub, 
which guarantees the qual-
ities of the neighbourhood 
and coordinates different 
interests. It is also a public 
place for sharing, workshop-
ing and inspiration.  

>ONE OR TWO
Every building uses one 
plot or maximum two lots 
in an row. 

>KINDERGARTEN
The kindergarten and its 
park is the childrens chance 
to make a change. The 
outdoor play areas should 
of course be design by its 
users. In the evenings this 
turns into the communal 
play ground.

>DYNAMIC
With flexible solutions, 
where a three story house 
can be divided into one, 
two or three apartments, 
enables changes over 
time.

FLEXIBLE UNITS 
One way to achieve resilience and 
sharing is to make these systems 
visible. These flexible stripes can be 
provided with compost, stormwater 
management, common terrasses, 
gardens and bikestands.

ADAPTABLE TYPOLOGIES
By supporting building of adaptable 
typologies through subsidies, a 
more resilient neighbourhood could 
be developed where houses doen’t 
need to be demolished every time 
a change needs to occur.

MIXED USES 
Adaptable typologies allows for a 
mix of uses in the neighbourhood. 
The plots are not marked for 
different users, it is open for any 
stakeholder to suggest a building 
or use.

UNITY NOT UNIFORMITY
A couple of simple rules ensures a 
diversed but united neighbourhood. 
Order for orientation and complexity 
for excitement.

MULTIPLE ACTORS
The small plots is meant to attract 
SMEs and cooperative housing 
corporations to develop in the area.

STATISTICS 
A pre-calculation of the maximum 
volumes

GFA, dwellings  20’000 sqm
GFA, other  4’000 sqm
Dwellings   280
Total plot-size  11’500 sqm
FSI    2.0

KINDERGARTEN
The kindergarden offers possibilities 
in evenings for events and parties. 
The citizens can book the facilities 
including kitchen and dining rooms.
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