
HOW CAN THE SITE CONTRIBUTE TO THE PRODUCTIVE CITY?
Guovdageaidnu is a small town in Northern Norway with a strong Sámi 
indigenous identity. It is located along the river Guovdageaineatnu and 
integrated with reindeer winter pastures. The main industry in Guovda-
geaidnu is Sámi reindeer husbandry and processing of reindeer meat, 
antlers, skin and bones that are used in traditional food and handicrafts, 
duodji. Out of these embedded practices, a new scene is evolving with 
1000 individual entrepreneurs on the break to cooperate. Guovdageaidnu 
is a forerunner in Norwegian education, on all levels from kindergarten to 
the high school, and Diehtosiida hosts science and research institutions 
including the Sami University of Applied Sciences. How can the commu-
nity capitalize on traditional know-how and self-reliance combined with 
advanced education, ICTs and high tech solutions?

CITY STRATEGY
Guovdageaidnu municipality has recently entered a state-owned program 
for industrial and commercial restructuring in the municipality. This means 
that the municipality will focus on establishing and funding projects that 
can help facilitate more jobs in the private sector. In 2017 the municipality 
adopted a plan for the town centre Márkan. This plan has proved to be 
difficult to use as a tool for the purpose of industrial and commercial res-
tructuring. This is partly because the plan does not offer attractive plots 
for new business initiatives. The municipality acknowledges that there is 
a need to change the ways of local planning to include Sámi Values and 
traditions.  The municipality looks for alternative approaches to planning 
that encompass new readings of the landscape and the abundant diver-
sity of local initiatives.

SCALE: S architectural and XL Territorial
TEAM REPRESENTATIVE: urbanist, landscape architect, architect
SITE FAMILY: Changing metabolism - Multiplying and connecting agencies

LOCATION: Márkan, Guovdageaidnu(Kautokeino)
POPULATION: 2942 in the municipality, approx 2000 in Márkan
STRATEGIC SITE: 3200 ha  
PROJECT SITE: 387 ha 
SITE PROPOSED BY: Guovdageaidnu municipality
ACTOR(S) INVOLVED: the municipality
OWNER(S) OF THE SITE: private and public
COMMISSION AFTER COMPETITION: building - and planning commis-
sion

attractive picture of the site, atmosphere – 412 mm x 201 mm
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white legend, character Helvetica regular, size 12, overlaid onto the picture
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HOW IS PRODUCTION CONSIDERED IN THE URBAN DIVER-
SITY PROGRAM ? 
Guovdageaidnu is an extraordinary place which needs a careful reading of 
the culture and the landscape. Europan Norway entered Guovdageaidnu 
with a call for texts about ‘The Way of Life in Guovdageaidnu,’ which have be-
come a collection of 15 texts in ‘Voices from Guovdageaidnu.’ The communi-
ty have combined their efforts in providing a reader on their town and culture. 
Can this collaborative style be the beginning of a more balanced relation 
between Sámi culture and Norwegian planning? The modern relationship 
between the Sámi population and the Norwegian state was formed in the 
wake of conflictual circumstances in the 1970s and 80s when the Alta-Guo-
vdageaidnu river was regulated despite massive protests. In 1989 The Sámi 
Parliament was founded in Karasjok, and The Sámi University of Applied 
Sciences was founded in Guovdageaidnu. Several initiatives which started 

in the 80s lived on to become international networks which gave Guovda-
geaidnu a position as a stronghold for the Sami culture and language. The 
state operates in Guovdageaidnu today, and a new co-localization project 
for The Sámi National Theatre Beivváš and the Sámi High School is at the 
doorstep. In this context, the municipality is now looking for ways to reinvigo-
rate and shape futures for new businesses and technologies in Márkan, the 
centre of Guovdageaidnu. The municipality introduces 6 momentums into 
this scheme: 1) Industrial and commercial restructuring. 2)  A new tourism 
agenda in the making. 3) Creative networks and activities. 4) Public services 
and education. 5) A new strategy for attractive housing. 6) Strengthening 
Sámi Culture and World Heritage. Europan enters Guovdageaidnu at a time 
when all these momentums are emerging. Can the competition visualize 
ideas for a series of smaller interventions and larger projects that together 
can renew the economical and social productiveness in Guovdageaidnu?

SITE DEFINITION 
Sápmi crosses the borders of Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Russia. Guo-
vdageaidnu is a periphery in Norway, but an important centre in the circumpo-
lar area and Sápmi, and it is a world centre for reindeer herders in the circum-
polar area. Guovdageaidnu is a stronghold for sami language and tradition, 
a language which embeds the knowledge and practice necessary to operate 
in the reindeer husbandry. This is a strong practice with ancient roots, based 
on a holistic understanding of the landscape. Still, this is a guiding principle 
for the land use in Finnmark. When you arrive in Guovdageaidnu, you will 
notice the town Márkan as a settlement which is recessed in the flat tundra 
landscape, like a ‘bowl’. The town centre appears as buildings in an unstruc-
tured distribution along a 2 km long segment of the road, E45. The study area 
must be seen as a field of discoveries and new connections. How can the 
landscape constitute new guiding principles for planning in Guovdageaidnu?
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Diehtosiida

Primary school

Guovdageaidnu town hall

Duodji institute
Guovdageaidnu Museum

Beach

The Circus Plot

International Centre for Reindeer husbandry

Thon Hotel Guovdageaidnu

Dáiddadállu Artist Collective

Sámi High School

Local radio station

The Sports Plot

Sports hall

New plot for Beaivváš and the Sámi high school
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1.Sports hall and sports field  2.The old sports field   3.The Circus Plot   4.International Centre for Reindeer Husbandry   
5.Guovdageaidnu Town Hall   6.The Beach   7.Guovdageaidnu Museum   8.Duodji Institute   9.Existing Sámi High School   
10.Dáiddadállu Artist Collective   11.Diehtosiida.   12.Thon Hotel Guovdageaidnu   13.Future Plot for Beaivvás and the 
Sámi High School   14.Community Cultural Centre.   15.Primary School   16.Public health care                           ©Kartverket

1.E45 to Alta, Norway   2. The river Guovdageaineatnu 3. Guovdageaidnu Church   4.Finnmark Rein   5.E45 to 
Enontekiö, Finland   6.Juhls Silvergallery   7.Skijump   8.International Sámi Film Institute   9.Future commercial 
land use   10.Guovdageaidnu airstrip   11.Recreational area   12.Ginalvárri reindeer racing   13. Industrial area                                                                                                                                             
           .                                                                                                                                                        ©Kartverket
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The view from the bottom of the ‘bowl’ towards the brim surrounding it, looking north from Boaronjarga. The different ways of using the garden, both as working space and recreational space, is visible in the foreground.   Photo: Pål Norvoll. 

The Bowl

The River

The Brim



E45 runs straight through Guovdageaidnu. Photo: Guovdageaidnu municipality
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View towards the primary school. Photo: Guovdageaidnu municipality

An example of mixed business. Reindeers, snowmobiles and creative industries.  Photo: Roger Manndal

The river Guovdageaineatnu has rich wildlife. Photo: Pål Norvoll


